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 House of Bishops Meeting 

 Kanuga Conference Center, Hendersonville, N.C. 

 March 13-18, 2009 

 

 Minutes of the Business Sessions 

  

 Session 1, March 16, 2009 

 

 The business meeting of the House of Bishops was called to order at 2:07 p.m. by the 

Presiding Bishop, the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, and a prayer was offered by Chaplain 

Geoffrey Tristram. 

 

 The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr., Secretary, presented an overview of the terminology 

for bishops to be used in the roll call process, explaining that the term “assisting bishop” is not a 

canonical designation and would no longer be used when the role was called. For the purpose of 

the roll call, active bishops serving as Bishops Diocesan, Bishops Coadjutor, Bishops Suffragan 

or Assistant Bishops (filling a position authorized by the diocesan convention which they are 

serving) would be called by position, all resigned bishops, will be called by name even if they 

are temporarily serving in a diocese. The roll of bishops was called, with 126 bishops being 

present. Sixty-six bishops were needed to be present to constitute a quorum, and it was declared 

that a quorum was present. (See Appendix 1)  

 

 The agenda for this meeting was adopted. 

 

 The senior bishop present, the Rt. Rev. David Reed, was recognized.  

 

 The following official acts which have occurred since the last meeting in Salt Lake City 

on September 18, 2008 were noted for the Minutes. 

 

  Consecrations 

   Brian James Thom, Diocesan, Idaho, Oct. 11, 2008 

   C. Andrew Doyle, Coadjutor, Texas, Nov. 22, 2008 

   Herman Hollerith IV, Diocesan, Southern Virginia, Feb. 13, 2009  

  Election, consents received 

   J. Scott Mayer, Diocesan, Northwest Texas, cons. schl. for 3/21/09 

  Election, consents not received   

   Kevin Lee Thew Forrester, Northern Michigan 

  Appointments of Bishops currently serving other dioceses 

   Rustin Kimsey, Alaska 

   Bavi Rivera, Eastern Oregon  (remains Suffragan, Olympia)    

   Ted Gulick, Fort Worth (remains Diocesan, Kentucky) 

   Allen Bartlett, Pennsylvania until April 1 

   Rodney Michel, Pennsylvania, after April 1 

   Robert H. Johnson, Pittsburgh 
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  Renunciations 

William C. Wantland, Resigned Diocesan of Eau Claire - Jan. 15, 2009 

   Henry Scriven, Assistant, Pittsburgh, Jan. 15, 2009 

  Depositions 

   Robert W. Duncan, Diocesan, Pittsburgh Sept. 19, 2008 

  Deaths 

Joseph Thomas Heistand, resigned Diocesan, Arizona – Oct. 14, 2008 

Francisco Reus-Froylan, resigned Diocesan, Puerto Rico – Nov. 19, 2008  

 

 The Presiding Bishop called upon the Rt. Rev. Nathan Baxter to present an overview of 

the process to elect the next Bishop Suffragan of Federal Chaplaincies to succeed the Rt. Rev 

George Packard in March 2010.  

 

 The Rt. Rev. Clay Matthews called upon the Rt. Rev. Bruce Caldwell to present the 

Norms and Core Values for the House of Bishops for the 2009 General Convention. (See 

Appendix II) 

 

 The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price and the Rt. Rev. Richard Chang provided descriptive 

overviews of the meeting of the General Convention to be held in Anaheim July 7-17, 2009.  

 

 The Presiding Bishop introduced Anne Rudig, the new Director of Communications for 

the Episcopal Church who explained the reorganization of the communication department and 

then, along with Neva Rae Fox, gave an overview of the plans for communications at the 

upcoming General Convention.  

 

 The Rt. Rev. Andrew Smith introduced the following letter  

 

 “To our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Diocese of Forth Worth,  

 Blessing and peace in the Name of our Lord Jesus 

 

 We the bishops of the Episcopal Church meeting in North Carolina send to you our 

deepest and heartfelt greetings 

 

 We thank God for the power and constancy of your faith as you pray and work to rebuild 

the Diocese of Forth Worth. We are aware of the challenges laid upon you and we pledge 

ourselves in prayer an partnership for the task which you have begun.  

 

 Know that the bishops of the Episcopal Church stand shoulder to shoulder with you, and 

that we encourage you as you seek in the generosity and grace of Christ Jesus to revitalize the 

life and mission of your diocese for the sake of God’s Kingdom.  
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 We rejoice in the mission and fellowship we share with you in this Church.. And we pray 

for every blessing in Christ among you as we seek together to serve Christ and bring the gospel 

news to all people.  

 

 In Christ Jesus,  

 

 The House of Bishops 

 Kanuga Conference Center 

 North Carolina.”  

 

 The bishops approved the letter by consensus and asked the secretary to send this letter to 

the Diocese of Forth Worth, and edited letters to the Dioceses of San Joaquin, Quincy and 

Pittsburgh 

.  

 The Rt. Rev. Bavi Rivera suggested that the offering from the Eucharist be given to the 

Discretionary Fund of the newly elected Bishop of Ecuador Central. This was approved by 

consensus.  

 

 The Rt. Rev. Francisco Duque thanked the Presiding Bishop for her support and attention 

to the Church in Latin America. The Presiding Bishop spoke of her last trip there and urged the 

bishops to visit and learn about the vitality of the Church in that region.    

 

 The Rt. Rev. Victor Scantlebury reported out three recommendations from the 

Committee on Privilege and Courtesy concerning bishops who have resigned their positions for 

reasons not covered in the Constitution and Canons.  The recommendations of the committee 

were: 

 1. The Rt. Rev. Johncy Itty be given seat and voice in the House of Bishops.  

   Motion to accept the recommendation PASSED 

  

 2. The Rt. Rev. Carol Gallagher be given seat and voice in the House of Bishops.  

   Motion to accept the recommendation PASSED  

  

 3. The Rt. Rev. Mark MacDonald be given seat and voice in the House of Bishops.  

 

      After discussion as to whether his position with the Anglican Church and Canada fell 

within the provisions of the Constitution and Canons. It was moved and seconded that this matter 

be referred to the Convention Committee on Constitution and Canons. Motion to refer FAILED.  

 

      It was then moved to amend the recommendation for Bishop MacDonald to add the 

word “vote.” The amendment PASSED.  The motion to accept the amended recommendation 

that “the Rt. Rev. Mark MacDonald be given seat, voice and vote” PASSED.  
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 The Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander reported for the Committee on Consecration (and 

Resignation) of Bishops. The House voted to approve the recommendation of the Committee to 

accept the resignations of the following bishops as described in the Constitution:  

  

 The Rt. Rev. Carolyn Tanner Irish as Bishop Diocesan in the Diocese of Utah  

 The Rt Rev. Don Taylor as Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of New York 

 The Rt. Rev. Don Wimberly as Bishop Diocesan in the Diocese of Texas  

 

 The Rt. Rev. Pierre Whalon moved the following resolution and it was seconded: 

 

 “The House of Bishops asks the Standing Commission on Constitution and Canons to 

explore ways and propose possible constitutional and canonical changes which would allow the 

House of Bishops to grant vote in the House of Bishops to bishops serving in positions not 

otherwise identified in our constitution and canons, which serve the missionary strategy of this 

church.”   The Motion PASSED.  

 

 The Rt. Rev Henry Parsley gave a brief report for the Theology Committee. He thanked 

the members of the committee for their work He reported that their study on just war would be 

published in the Blue Book and that the Committee was continuing its work on communion of 

the unbaptized (open communion). He also reported that a pastoral letter on the environment was 

being developed. Finally he reported that he hoped a draft of a study on same sex relationships 

would be ready in about a year.   

  

 It was moved and seconded to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the last 

meeting held in Salt Lake City, Utah, September 18, 2008. Motion PASSED. 

 

 The meeting was recessed until the next day so that the Bishops could hear from and then 

interview the three nominees for Ecuador Central.  

 

 

  Session 2, March 17, 2009 

 

 The meeting was reconvened at 10:15 a.m. The Bishops heard from the Rt. Rev. Wilfrido 

Ramos-Orench how the Diocese of Ecuador Central was unable to elect a bishop through its 

normal election process and therefore is asking the House of Bishops to conduct that election 

under the provisions of Title III, Canon 11.1(b)(1). 

 

 The three nominees were introduced.  They were: 

 

 The Rev. Thomas Mansella, of the Diocese of Virginia, language services coordinator for 

the Episcopal Church;  

  

 The Rev. Canon Servio R. Moscoso, of the Diocese of New Jersey, rector of Iglesia San 

José in Elizabeth. 
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 The Rev. Luis Fernando Ruiz, of the Diocese of Colombia, rector of the Catedral de San 

Pablo in Bogotá. 

  

 Following statements from each of the three nominees, the bishops were divided into 

three groups to interview each of the three separately. The meeting was recessed by the Presiding 

Bishop.  

 

 The formal business meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by the Presiding Bishop.  

 

 The Rt. Rev. Clay Matthews showed a preview copy of the DVD “Who Are We” 

 

 Open discussion was held on the election about to occur and following prayers, ballots 

were cast for the election of the Bishop of Ecuador Central. Bishops Arthur Williams, Richard 

Chang, John Buchanan and Chilton Knudsen then retired to count the ballots.  

 

 While the ballots were being counted, the bishops conducted open discussion regarding 

the requested consents for the Rev. Kevin Thew Forrester who has been elected Bishop Diocesan 

of Northern Michigan. Twelve bishops spoke to this matter.  

 

 The results of the election for the Bishop of Ecuador Central were announced as follows: 

  Moscoso       7 

  Mansella       8 

  Ruiz          102 

 

 The Presiding Bishop declared that the Rev. Luis Fernando Ruiz had been elected, and 

asked that the results of the election be kept confidential until all the nominees had been 

informed. The Doxology was sung. Consents from the House of Deputies will be received at 

General Convention.  

 

 The following courtesy resolution was moved and seconded by the Rt. Rev. Herman 

Hollerith and the Rt. Rev. Nathan Baxter.  

 

 “We, the Episcopal House of Bishops gathered at Kanuga, N.C., offer congratulations to 

Saint Paul’s College and Robert Lee Satcher, PhD, on the occasion of his inauguration as its 9
th

 

President. We acknowledge Dr. Satcher’s life long faithful vocation as an Episcopalian, 

radiology scientist, educator and administrator in historically black Colleges and universities. 

 

 We are also inspired by the College’s history, beginning in 1888 with James Solomon 

Russell, a former slave who became an Episcopal priest and missionary in Southern Virginia. 

Archdeacon Russell established St. Paul’s College an approximately 20 congregations, a 

number o which survive today.   
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 It is our prayer that St. Paul’s College, during Dr. Satcher’s tenure, will experience new 

growth and success in its mission to academically, professionally and spiritually prepare African 

American youth and youth of other heritages, to be effective leaders for the 21
st
. Century.”  

 

 The motion PASSED.  

 

 The Rt. Rev. Jean Zache Duracin asked for a point of personal privilege to bring 

greetings from Haiti and to thank the House for its solidarity during difficult times. He also 

thanked the Presiding Bishop for her support and presence and the Episcopal Relief and 

Development for its ongoing support. He then went on to describe the unrest and tenuous 

conditions in his country.  

 

 The Rt. Rev. Pierre Whalon moved the following resolution which was duly seconded: 

 

 “Resolved that the House of Bishops ask the Secretary of the House to send a letter to 

President Barack Obama, to go on record as opposing the deportation of Haitian refugees from  

the United States, and asking President Obama to use all his powers to prevent this.” 

 

 This request was PASSED by the House, and then the request was extended to include 

writing to all Episcopal Representatives and Senators. (See Appendix III)  

 

 A first draft of a Pastoral Letter was presented and after discussion returned to committee 

for further refinement. A revised draft of the letter was subsequently passed on the last day of the 

meeting. (See Appendix IV.)  

 

 Building on a presentation made in the non-business portion of the meeting by The Rev. 

Anthony Guillen, the Rt. Rev. Wilfrido Ramos-Orench made the following resolution which was 

duly seconded.  

 “Resolved, We the Episcopal House of Bishop gathered at Kanuga, North Carolina, 

during the dates of March 14-18, 2009, do endorse the vision laid out in the document “The 

Episcopal Church’ Strategic Vision for reaching Latinos/Hispanics,” and to seek ways possible 

to make such vision a viable one.”  Motion PASSED.  

 The Rt. Rev. Tom Ely, on behalf of the House, expressed appreciation to the Rt. Rev. 

Sanford Hampton for maintaining the House of Bishops Prayer List. The bishops gave him an 

ovation.  

 The meeting was closed by prayer from Chaplain Carol Wade, and the Presiding Bishop 

declared the official business meeting adjourned.  
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Respectfully submitted 

The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr.  

Secretary of the House of Bishops 

 

Certified 

The Rt. Rev. Don Johnson        The Rt. Rev. Richard Chang   The Rt. Rev. Wayne Wright 

Chair, Certification of Minutes     Vice Chair of HOB    Chair, Dispatch of Business 
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 Appendix I 

 Bishops Present when the Business Session was held.  

 

603  9/29/1962 David Reed  Resigned

  

627 11/26/1967 William Frey   Resigned serving Rio Grande   

748 9/22/1980 Herbert Donovan  Resigned     

779 1/21/1984 James Ottley   Assistant Long Island    

780 1/25/1984 Leopold Frade  Diocesan  Southeast Florida    

785 5/19/1984 Peter Lee   Diocesan  Virginia    

789 9/22/1984 Don Wimberly  Diocesan  Texas    

795 3/9/1985 Rogers Harris  Resigned       

804 2/15/1985 Allen Bartlett  Resigned serving Pennsylvania    

812 10/11/1986 Arthur Williams Resigned        

819 2/24/1987 E. Don Taylor  Assistant  New York    

826 4/9/1988 Orris Walker  Diocesan  Long Island    

830 9/27/1988 C. Christopher Epting Bishop for Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations  

835 2/25/1989 John Buchanan  Resigned    

838 4/5/1989 Sanford Hampton Resigned serving Oregon   

852 2/24/1990 Edward Salmon  Resigned     

854 3/24/1990 Charles Keyser  Resigned  serving Florida   

855 4/28/1990 Huntington Williams Resigned     

861 1/26/1991 Chester Talton  Suffragan  Los Angeles   

864 3/15/1991 Victor Scantlebury Assistant Chicago   

868 6/9/1991 Jerry Lamb  Provisional Bishop of San Joaquin    

869 6/15/1991 Alfred Marble  Resigned  serving North Carolina   

881 6/2/1993 Jean Zache Duracin Diocesan  Haiti   

883 9/11/1993 F. Clayton Matthews Bishop for Pastoral Development   

885 10/29/1993 James Jelinek  Diocesan  Minnesota   

891 4/17/1994 Edwin Gulick  Diocesan Kentucky/Provisional Ft. Worth   

894 5/24/1994 Russell Jacobus  Diocesan  Fond du Lac   

898 9/24/1994 M. Thomas Shaw Diocesan  Massachusetts   

900 10/29/1994 Kenneth Price  Suffragan  Southern Ohio   

901 1/21/1995 Henry Louttit  Diocesan  Georgia   

902 2/3/1995 Dorsey Henderson  Diocesan  Upper South Carolina   

907 6/24/1995 David Jones  Suffragan  Virginia    
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910 11/18/1995 Michael Creighton Resigned     

912 1/27/1996 Catherine Roskam Suffragan  New York   

917 5/4/1996 Andrew Smith  Diocesan  Connecticut   

922 9/21/1996 Clifton Daniel  Diocesan  East Carolina   

923 9/28/1996 Henry Parsley  Diocesan  Alabama   

924 10/12/1996 Gordon Scruton  Diocesan  Western Massachusetts   

925 10/26/1996 F. Neff Powell  Diocesan  Southwestern Virginia   

926 1/4/1997 Richard S.O. Chang Resigned  Vice President of HOB   

928 4/12/1997 Rodney Michel  Resigned  serving Pennsylvania   

929 6/7/1997 Catherine Waynick Diocesan  Indianapolis   

933 9/13/1997 Mark MacDonald Resigned  Serving in Canada   

934 9/26/1997 Bruce Caldwell  Diocesan  Wyoming   

937 3/14/1998 Barry Howe  Diocesan  West Missouri   

938 3/28/1998 Chilton Knudsen Resigned    

939 4/25/1998 Mark Sisk  Diocesan  New York   

941 6/20/1998 Wayne Wright  Diocesan  Delaware   

942 10/10/1998 John Rabb  Suffragan  Maryland   

944 2/27/1999 Charles vonRosenberg Diocesan  East Tennessee   

945 3/13/1999 William Persell  Resigned     

946 4/10/1999 Keith Whitmore  Assistant Atlanta/serving Quincy   

947 4/24/1999 J. Michael Garrison  Diocesan  Western New York   

949 10/9/1999 D. Bruce MacPherson Diocesan  Western Louisiana   

950 2/5/2000 Wendell Gibbs  Diocesan  Michigan   

951 2/12/2000 George Packard Bishop Suffragan for Chaplaincies   

952 3/18/2000 Edward Little  Diocesan  Northern Indiana   

953 4/29/2000 J. Jon Bruno  Diocesan  Los Angeles   

955 6/17/2000 Michael Curry  Diocesan  North Carolina   

956 6/17/2000 Duncan Gray   Diocesan  Mississippi   

957 9/23/2000 William Gregg  Assistant North Carolina   

959 10/14/2000 James Curry  Suffragan  Connecticut   

960 10/14/2000 Wilfrido Ramos-Orench Diocesan  Ecuador Central   

961 10/21/2000 James Waggoner Diocesan  Spokane   

962 11/25/2000 David J.H. Lai  Diocesan  Taiwan   

963 2/24/2001 Katharine Jefferts Schori  Presiding Bishop    
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965 4/28/2001 Thomas Ely  Diocesan  Vermont   

966 5/12/2001 Philip Duncan  Diocesan  Central Gulf Coast   

967 6/30/2001 Don Johnson  Diocesan  West Tennessee   

968 7/7/2001 J. Neil Alexander Diocesan  Atlanta   

969 7/14/2001 Francisco Duque Diocesan  Colombia   

970 10/13/2001 William Klusmeyer Diocesan  West Virginia   

971 10/20/2001 Lloyd Allen   Diocesan  Honduras   

973 11/18/2001 Pierre Whalon  Suffragan  American Churches in Europe   

974 2/7/2002 Marc Andrus  Diocesan  California   

975 3/2/2002 G. Wayne Smith Diocesan  Missouri   

977 4/6/2002 Carol Gallagher  Resigned NO VOTE  

978 4/27/2002 Robert Gepert  Diocesan  Western Michigan    

979 6/1/2002 John Chane  Diocesan  Washington   

981 1/18/2003 Gayle Harris  Suffragan  Massachusetts   

982 1/25/2003 James Shand   Diocesan  Easton   

983 4/5/2003 Alan Scarfe  Diocesan  Iowa   

985 9/13/2003 Joe Burnett  Diocesan  Nebraska   

986 9/20/2003 Johncy Itty  Resigned NO VOTE   

987 9/27/2003 C. Franklin Brookhart Diocesan  Montana   

988 10/4/2003 Rayford High  Suffragan  Texas   

989 10/4/2003 Robert O'Neill  Diocesan  Colorado   

990 10/18/2003 George Councell Diocesan  New Jersey   

991 10/18/2003 Steven Miller  Diocesan  Milwaukee   

992 11/1/2003 S. Johnson Howard Diocesan  Florida   

993 11/2/2003 V. Gene Robinson Diocesan  New Hampshire   

994 11/8/2003 Dean Wolfe  Diocesan  Kansas   

996 4/24/2004 Kirk Smith  Diocesan  Arizona   

997 4/17/2004 Mark Hollingsworth Diocesan  Ohio   

998 5/8/2004 Michael Smith  Diocesan  North Dakota   

999 9/18/2004 G. Porter Taylor Diocesan  Western North Carolina   

1001 1/22/2005 Bavi Rivera  Suffragan Olympia/serving Eastern Oregon   
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1002 3/5/2005 James Mathes  Diocesan  San Diego   

1006 9/9/2006 S. Todd Ousley  Diocesan  Eastern Michigan   

1007 9/16/2006 William Love  Diocesan  Albany   

1008 9/30/2006 Barry Beisner  Diocesan  Northern California   

1009 10/7/2006 Dena Harrison  Suffragan  Texas   

1010 10/26/2006 Nathan Baxter  Diocesan  Central Pennsylvania   

1011 1/6/2007 Larry Benfield  Diocesan  Arkansas   

1012 1/27/2007 Mark Beckwith  Diocesan  Newark   

1013 1/27/2007 John Bauerschmidt Diocesan  Tennessee   

1014 3/10/2007 Dabney Smith  Diocesan  Southwest Florida   

1015 3/10/2007 Robert Fitzpatrick Diocesan  Hawaii   

1016 4/28/2007 Thomas Breidenthal Diocesan  Southern Ohio   

1017 5/26/2007 Shannon Johnston Coadjutor Virginia   

1018 6/30/2007 Laura Ahrens  Suffragan  Connecticut   

1019 9/8/2007 Sean Rowe  Diocesan  Northwestern Pennsylvania   

1020 9/15/2007 Edward Konieczny Diocesan  Oklahoma   

1021 9/15/2007 Gregory Rickel  Diocesan  Olympia   

1022 11/10/2007 Mary Gray-Reeves Diocesan  El Camino Real   

1023 1/5/2008 Dan Edwards  Diocesan  Nevada   

1025 1/26/2008 Mark Lawrence  Diocesan  South Carolina 

1026 2/2/2008 Jeffrey Lee  Diocesan Chicago 

1028 5/3/2008 Stephen Lane  Diocesan Maine 

1029 6/31/2008 Prince Singh  Diocesan Rochester 

1030 6/28/2008 Eugene Sutton  Diocesan Maryland 

1031 7/12/2008 Paul Lambert  Suffragan Dallas 

1032 10/11/2008 Brian Thom  Diocesan Idaho 

1033 11/22/2008 C. Andrew Doyle Coadjutor Texas 

1034 2/13/2009 Herman Hollerith Diocesan Southern Virginia 
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 Appendix II 

 

Preamble for Commitment and Core Values 

 

We, the Bishops of the Episcopal Church gathered in our March 2009 meeting, call ourselves to the 

leadership and agreements expressed below as we move forward in the mission of the Church. 

We seek to be a mission-minded Church as an expression of our core values encompassed in the 

Great Commandment, calling us to be a community of love in which all can find their place. 

The Experience of General Convention 

We, as bishops in community, will designate a time each day in which to share our faith in 

meaningful conversation with each other.  We desire to pause for prayer, spiritual reflection, and 

discernment during the work of Convention, especially when we are engaged in more difficult and 

challenging conversations and decisions. 

We recognize the usefulness of a variety of action tools, including legislation, continuing 

conversation, and consensus.  We ask that the Convention determine the most timely and 

appropriate means of proceeding, recognizing the variety of tools available and the potential gain 

and consequence of each tool used.  On sensitive issues, we will be willing to suspend the Rules of 

Order and go into discussion in smaller groups before proceeding. 

We will be diligent in identifying those questions best served by technical response and those 

requiring adaptive work.   

Commitments in Preparation for Convention 

We will operate and speak from an experience of Communion within which we seek to discover the 

way forward in areas of disagreement. 

We will encourage our deputations to be fully and broadly informed, to increase our capacity for 

deep listening (especially when engaged in difficult and discomforting debate and conversation), so 

that we, as a Convention and people of faith, can make the best decisions available to us at this time 

in our life. 

We recognize our unique responsibility to guard the faith, unity and discipline of the Church while 

at the same time reaffirming that the House of Deputies and House of Bishops share a mutuality of 

governance, representing the whole of our Church.   

We commit to be in dialogue with bishops and deputies who speak from a perspective different 

from our own, and to pray for the whole of the conversation at convention.  We encourage our 

deputies to seek such conversation and prayers. 
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 The Core Values 

 

 A review of the past covenants made by the House, conducted by the Pastoral 

Development Committee, reveals seven core values that are supported by observable behavior 

and are intended to serve us both when we are in session and out, as we strive to follow Christ  

and be faithful to the baptismal covenant and our ordination vows as bishops of God’s church:  

 

1) ATTENDANCE, as demonstrated by full participation in meetings and worship.  

As the Body of Christ, all members are significant, the Body is diminished by the  

absence of some, and we have vowed to “share with [our] fellow bishops in the  

government of the whole Church” (BCP 518)  

 

2) FULL AND INTENTIONAL INCORPORATION in the House, as demonstrated by  

engagement with the work of the College for Bishops and rotation of leadership in core  

and working groups during meetings of the House.  

“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the  

same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are  

members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:  

prophecy, in proportion to faith” (Rom 12:1ff). We have also promised to “share in the  

leadership of the Church” (BCP 517).  

 

3) COLLEGIALITY, as demonstrated in our mutual respect for each other and our  

attention to how our individual and corporate actions affect the Church.  

But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior  

member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the  

same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one  

member is honored, all rejoice together with it (1Cor 12:24b-26).  

Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or  

if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give  
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good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to  

those who ask him! In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this  

is the law and the prophets (Matt 7:9ff).  
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 4) MUTUAL RESPECT, as demonstrated by respectful listening and talking, and  

increased attention to avoid mean-spiritedness, with appropriate confidentiality. To  

demonstrate EQUALITY IN COMMUNICATION in core and working groups as well as  

conversations in plenary sessions.  

We have promised to “respect the dignity of every human being” and to “seek  

and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself” (BCP 305). Whoever  

becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven (Matt 18:4).  

.  

5) COLLECTIVE WISDOM, as demonstrated in retaining materials that need further  

attention from one meeting to the next, and in learning from each other.  

A bishop in God’s holy Church is called to be one with the apostles… You are  

called to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church… With your fellow bishops  

you will share in the leadership of the Church (BCP 517). Do you believe in God the  

Holy Spirit? I believe in … the communion of saints (BCP 304).  

.  

6) DIRECTNESS IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE COMMUNICATIONS, as demonstrated by  

a “check it out, talk it out” covenant.  Let your word be “Yes, Yes” or “No, No”; anything more 

than this comes from the evil one (Mat 5:37). For I fear that when I come, I may find you not as I 

wish, and that you may find me not as you wish; I fear that there may perhaps be quarreling,  

jealousy, anger, selfishness, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder (2Cor 12:11). Your joy  

will be to follow him who came, not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a  

ransom for many (BCP 517).  

 

7) ACCOUNTABILITY, as demonstrated in past work to involve conversation and prayer  

before moving toward controversial actions.  

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and  

return to the Lord? (BCP 304). Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the study of Holy  

Scripture, that you may have the mind of Christ? (BCP 518). Are you persuaded that  

God has called you to the office of bishop? (BCP 517).  
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 Appendix III 

 

 Letter to President Obama regarding Haitians 

March 26, 2009 

 

The Honorable Barack Obama 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear Mr. President, 

 

We, the bishops of The Episcopal Church, write to you with one voice to request that you extend 

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) to Haitians in the United States. This would, as you know, 

allow Haitians to live and work legally in this country until it is safe to return. They could also 

send some desperately needed money to their families in Haiti to help with reconstruction. 

We know Haiti well, as it is the largest diocese of our Church. We have just added the founder of 

the Diocese of Haiti, Bishop James Theodore Holly, to our calendar of saints. Besides his 

extraordinary work that continues on from strength to strength, he was the first African-American 

bishop of The Episcopal Church.  

Many of us, including our Presiding Bishop, the Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori, have 

visited the country in recent months. The devastation visited upon that nation, both natural and 

political, is incalculable. Yet our nation’s policies concerning Haitians in the United States only 

make things even worse. 

Last September, the Department of Homeland Security announced the extension of TPS to 

nationals from El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua, countries also suffering from the effects of 

natural disasters. Haiti was conspicuously absent from that list, despite the fact that it meets all 

the political and environmental criteria. Your predecessor received a letter in February 2008 from 

Haiti’s President, René Préval, requesting that the United States extend TPS to Haitians in the 

United States. This request went unanswered. If these other nations qualify, certainly Haiti, which 

is in an even worse condition, should be at the top of list. 

Instead, we continue to pursue punitive policies of detention, often in conditions that are 

shamefully unacceptable: lack of medical care, warehousing of families in prisons with criminals, 
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lengthy stays in custody. Even worse, we continue to deport Haitians  to a country in utter ruin, 

compounding that nation’s misery, and often condemning the deportees to a life even worse than 

they found in American custody. 

At present, 30,000 such Haitians await deportation. We ask you, Mr. President, to intervene 

forcefully and effectively to reverse our present discriminatory policies and help Haitians in the 

United States live and work here temporarily, sending money home until Haiti can receive them 

back. We also request that your Administration throw its full support to the passage of H.R. 144, 

the Haitian Protection Act of 2009. 

We unanimously resolved at our recent meeting of our House of Bishops to write to you, Mr. 

President, and ask that you end these immoral, discriminatory and irrational policies toward 

Haitians and their country. At a time when our own nation faces dire economic conditions, it is 

unconscionable that we would export more misery to the poorest and weakest country in the 

western hemisphere. 

We are well aware of the enormous challenges that you face, and we pledge you our support in 

bringing about healthy change in the United States and the world. Please know, Mr. President, 

that every day you and yours are in the prayers of Episcopalians in the United States and the other 

fifteen countries where our church exists.  

Your servants in Christ, 

 

The Bishops of the Episcopal Church 

 

 

By The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr.  

Secretary of the House of Bishops  

Written on behalf of the 126 Bishops gathered on March 17, 2009 
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  Appendix IV 

Pastoral Letter  

 

A Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of the Episcopal Church meeting in Hendersonville, 

North Carolina, March 13-18, 2009 to the Church and our partners in mission throughout 

the world. 

 I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what it is to have little, and I know 

what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well fed 

and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through him who 

strengthens me. - Philippians 4:11b – 13 

As the House of Bishops gather at the Kanuga Camp and Conference Center for our annual 

Spring Retreat, we are mindful of the worsening financial crisis around us. We recognize there 

are no easy solutions for the problems we now face. In the United States there is a 30% reduction 

of overall wealth, a 26% reduction in home values and a budget deficit of unprecedented 

proportions. Unemployment currently hovers at over 8% and is estimated to top 10% by the end 

of the year. There are over 8 million homes in America that are in foreclosure. Consumer 

confidence is at a 50 year low.  

Unparalleled corporate greed and irresponsibility, predatory lending practices, and rampant 

consumerism have amplified domestic and global economic injustice. The global impact is 

difficult to calculate, except that the poor will become poorer and our commitment to continue 

our work toward achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015 is at great risk. A specter 

of fear creeps not only across the United States, but also across the world, sometimes causing us 

as a people to ignore the Gospel imperative of self-sacrifice and generosity, as we scramble for 

self-preservation in a culture of scarcity. 

The crisis is both economic and environmental. The drought that grips Texas, parts of the 

American South, California, Africa and Australia, the force of hurricanes that have wreaked so 

much havoc in the Caribbean, Central America and the Gulf Coast, the ice storm in20Kentucky—

these and other natural disasters related to climate change—result in massive joblessness, driving 

agricultural production costs up, and worsening global hunger. The wars nations wage over 

diminishing natural resources kill and debilitate not only those who fight in them, but also 

civilians, weakening families, and destroying the land. We as a people have failed to see this 

connection, compartmentalizing concerns so as to minimize them and continue to live without 

regard to the care of God’s creation and the stewardship of the earth’s resources that usher in a 

more just and peaceful world.  
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In this season of Lent, God calls us to repentance. We have too often been preoccupied as a 

Church with internal affairs and a narrow focus that has absorbed both our energy and interest 

and that of our Communion – to the exclusion of concern for the crisis of suffering both at home 

and abroad. We have often failed to speak a compelling word of commitment to economic 

justice. We have often failed to speak truth to power, to name the greed and consume rism that 

has pervaded our culture, and we have too often allowed the culture to define us instead of being 

formed by Gospel values. 

While our commitment to the eradication of extreme poverty through the eight Millennium 

Development Goals moves us toward the standard of Christ’s teaching, we have nevertheless 

often fallen short of the transformation to which Christ calls us in our own lives in order to live 

more fully into the Gospel paradigm of God’s abundance for all.  

Everyone is affected by the shrinking of the global economy. For some, this is a time of great 

loss—loss of employment, of homes, of a way of life. And for the most vulnerable, this 

“downturn” represents an emergency of catastrophic proportions. Like the Prodigal who comes to 

his senses and returns home, we as the people of God seek a new life. We recognize in this crisis 

an invitation into a deeper simplicity, a tightening of the belt, an expanded Lenten fast, and a 

broader generosity. God’s abundant mercy and forgiveness meet and embrace us, waiting to 

empower us through the Holy Spirit to face the coming days. 

In a time of anxiety and fear the Holy Spirit invites us to hope. Anxiety, when voiced in 

community can be heard, blessed and transformed into energy and hope, but if ignored, 

swallowed or hidden, fear and anxiety can be corrosive and lead to despair. We Christians claim 

that joy and hope emerge for those who have the courage to endure suffering. In his letter to the 

Romans, St. Paul goes so far as to boast of his suffering, because “suffering produces endurance, 

and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to 

us.” Our current crisis presents us with opportunities to learn from our brothers and sisters of 

faith in other parts of the20world who have long been bearers of hope in the midst of even greater 

economic calamity.  

We can also learn from our spiritual ancestors, who found themselves in an economic and 

existential crisis that endured for forty years – on their journey from Egypt to Israel. While they 

groaned in Egypt, they murmured at Sinai – at least at first. And then after their groaning, 

complaining and reverting to old comforts of idol worship, they were given Grace to learn and 

understand what the Lord wanted to teach them. 
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They learned that they needed the wilderness in order to recover their nerve and put their full 

trust in God--and to discover their God-given uniqueness, which had been rubbed away during 

their captivity in Egypt. They adopted some basic rules that enabled them to live in a community 

of free people rather than as captives or slaves – the God given Ten Commandments. And 

perhaps most importantly, our spiritual ancestors discovered that the wilderness is a unique place 

of God’s abundance and miracle, where water gushed out of a rock and manna appeared on the 

desert floor – food and drink miraculously provided by God. 

As we go through our own wilderness, these spiritual ancestors also point the way to a deep and 

abiding hope. We can rediscover our uniqueness – which emerges from the conviction that our 

wealth is determined by what we give rather than what we own. We can re-discover manna – 

God’s extraordinary expression of abundance. Week by week – in congregations and 

communities around the world, our common manna is placed before us in the Eucharist. Ordinary 

gifts of bread and wine are placed on the altar, and become for us the Body and Blood of Christ, 

which, when we receive them, draw us ever more deeply into the Paschal mystery of Christ’s 

death and resurrection.  

As our risen Lord broke through the isolation of the disciples huddled in fear for their lives 

following his suffering and death, so too are we, the Body of Christ called to break through the 

loneliness and anxiety of this time, drawing people from their fears and isolation into the 

comforting embrace of God’s gathered community of hope. As disciples of the risen Christ we 

are given gifts for showing forth God’s gracious generosity and for finding blessing and 

abundance in what is hard and difficult. In this time the Holy Spirit is moving among us, sharing 

with us the vision of what is real and valued in God’s world. In a time such as this, Christ draws 

us deeper into our faith revealing to us that generosity breaks through distrust, paralysis and 

misinformation. Like our risen Lord, we, as his disciples are called to listen to the world’s pain 

and offer comfort and peace. 

As we continue our Lenten journey together we place our hearts in the power of the Trinity. The 

God who created us is creating still and will not abandon us. The Incarnate Word, our Savior 

Jesus Christ, who in suffering, dying and rising for our sake, stands in solidarity with us, has 

promised to be with us to the end of the age. God the Holy Spirit, the very breath of God for us 

and in us, is our comforter, companion, inspiration and guide. In this is our hope, our joy and our 

peace.  

 

  

   
  

  


