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Executive Summary of the Fall Meeting 
of the House of Bishops 
September 19-25, 2007 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
 

Wednesday, September 19, 2007 
 

 An opening dinner was held for the bishops, spouses, partners, and invited guests. At the 
dinner, Presiding Bishop Jefferts Schori introduced members of the Anglican Consultative 
Council and Primates Steering Committee who had arrived. Following dinner, the Presiding 
Bishop, HOB Vice President Dick Chang, Secretary Kenneth Price, and Parliamentarian John 
Buchanan conducted an orientation for the overseas visitors. 
 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 
 

 Holy Eucharist was celebrated at 9:00 a.m. with Bishop Jefferts Schori preaching. 
 
 The House convened at 9:50 a.m. with Ed Little as M.C. for the day. Following 
housekeeping announcements, the Presiding Bishop introduced additional overseas guests who 
had arrived since the dinner the night before. She then recognized those bishops who had been 
consecrated since the last meeting of the House. They are Tom Breidenthal (who was in 
attendance in March, but has since been consecrated), Shannon Johnston, Laura Ahrens, Sean 
Rowe, Edward Konieczny, and Gregory Rickel. She also recognized Mary Gray-Reeves, whose 
consents as bishop of El Camino Real have been received, but who is not yet consecrated. 
 
 In addition, the Presiding Bishop acknowledged the presence of Dr. Ian Douglas and 
Bonnie Anderson, president of the House of Deputies and Kenneth Kearon, General Secretary of 
the Anglican Communion. She shared that former Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold sent his 
greetings. Finally, she reminded the bishops that this meeting is to be a conversation with our 
visitors and asked for bishops not to plan for early departures. 
 
 The Presiding Bishop announced that eight bishops had agreed to be Episcopal Visitors 
to those dioceses who request an alternative bishop. They are Bishops Howe, Henderson, 
Lillibridge, G. Wolfe, Brookhart, Coleridge, M. Smith and Stanton. 
 
 The Bishops then met in small table groups and discussed their hopes and concerns for 
this meeting, recording them on newsprint to be posted. After a brief time, the bishops met in 
plenary and twenty-nine bishops spoke of their hopes and concerns as the Archbishop and other 
visitors listened. 
 
 The bishops continued to catch up with each other over box lunches. 
 
The afternoon session featured reflections by the Most Rev. Rowan Williams, Archbishop of 
Canterbury. He spoke of the role of the Archbishop and the imperative he feels to achieve broad 
ownership of the decisions with a minimum of distrust. He sees himself as a “servant of common 
discernment.” helping the church to “speak more than it knows to the world.: He views the 
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current crisis not about sexuality, but ecclesiology – what it means to be church and how does 
the church act as church. He also spoke of his need to balance faithfulness to gay and lesbian 
people against faithfulness to the process of discernment and achieving a consensus on issues. 
He spoke of the difficulty of communication and how the misinformation and false perceptions 
surround it. Concerning the ecumenical dimension, he spoke of feeling that often the Anglican 
Church is walking a tightrope. 
 
 Following his remarks, the Archbishop posed the following two questions for discussion 
by the bishops in their table groups. 
 
 1. Granted all that has been said about bishops acting in concert with laity and clergy, 
how would you define those areas of specific responsibility given to bishops as those who are 
called to act and speak for the wholeness (catholicity) of the church? Does this enable you to 
frame a response in the two areas where the Primates asked for clarification (confirmation of the 
election of persons living in unions outside marriage and authorization of same-sex blessings)? 
 
 2. Within the polity of The Episcopal Church, how far do you see possibilities of sharing 
episcopal responsibility with each other in order to provide for conscientious dissidents? 
 
 The bishops discussed these questions in small groups and then reflected on their 
discussion in plenary where fifteen bishops spoke. 
 
 Following the afternoon session, the bishops recessed their meeting and were bussed to 
the Convention Center where the Archbishop of Canterbury was the speaker at an ecumenical 
service with over 1000 in attendance. During the service, the bishops processed forward and 
offered checks totaling almost one million dollars to be divided between the Dioceses of 
Louisiana and Mississippi for their relief efforts following Hurricane Katrina. 
 

Friday, September 21, 2007 
 

  The Bishops gathered for Morning Prayer at which the Archbishop of Canterbury 
gave the meditation. Following this, the bishops gathered in small groups to share their 
reflections. 
 
 Bruce McPherson was the M.C. for the day. After announcements, he called on the 
Presiding Bishop who then introduced selected members of the ACC and Primates Standing 
Committees designated to speak to the bishops on their experience among us. First was Chair of 
the Anglican Consultative Council, Rt. Rev. John Patterson from the ACC who spoke on the 
history and work and budget of the Anglican Consultative, the Primates meetings and the 
ecumenical dialogue going on. Next Philippa Amable, member of the Joint Standing Committee 
of the ACC who is Chancellor from the Province of West Africa shared her perceptions of how 
the American Church is viewed by Anglicans overseas. The Rt. Rev. James Tengatenga is a 
member of the Joint Standing Committee of the ACC and a bishop in Central Africa then shared 
his observations, drawing on this and other visits he has made to this Province. He was followed 
by The Rt. Rev. Mouneer Anis, Primate of Egypt who delivered a prepared speech which he 
distributed afterwards. Finally The Rt. Rev. Philip Aspinall, Primate from Australia offered his 
reflections on this meeting. 
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 Following this morning of presentations, the bishops responded in a brief plenary at 
which sixteen bishops, including the Archbishop of Wales spoke. The morning ended with a 
final response by the Archbishop of Canterbury in which he observed that it is not business as 
usual in the Anglican Communion. It is changing. He observed that we all need to decide if we 
can support this or not. 
 
 After lunch the bishops reconvened to hear Dr. Paul Farmer speak on the MDG’s and his 
work in Haiti and Russia. He was introduced by Tom Shaw. Instructions were then given for the 
workday scheduled for the next day. The evening was reserved for Province dinners. 
 

Saturday, September 22, 2007 
 

 The entire day was reserved to allow the bishops, spouses and guests to participate in a 
variety of work projects in the Diocese of Louisiana and the Diocese of Mississippi. 
 

Sunday, September 23, 2007 
 

 Many bishops were guest celebrants and/or preachers at local congregations. Those not 
so assigned were free to worship at the church of their choice. Many chose to attend services at 
Christ Church Cathedral where the Presiding Bishop was the preacher. 
 
 In the late afternoon, the bishops came together to hear the Hon. Gus Newport speak of 
the situation in New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina and who applied his observations to other 
cities in the USA where bishops are serving. 
 

Monday, September 24, 2007 
 

 Following Morning Prayer and Bible study, the bishops, spouses and guests were each 
given a prayer shawl from the Episcopal Health Ministries. It was announced that yesterday 
evening, 57 bishops gathered to discuss a document for the House and the Writing Committee to 
consider. 
 
 The bishops went into Executive Session and Henry Parsley reviewed the report 
distributed from the theology Committee on the experience of 38 dioceses which had studied 
“Communion Matters.” 
 The chaplains led the House in five minutes of silent prayer and then the Presiding Bishop 
led a plenary session in which sixteen members shared their reactions to the comments made 
Friday morning by the visitors from the Anglican Consultative Council and the Primates 
Executive Committees. 
 
 The House then moved into open session and Wayne Wright, chair of the Writing 
Committee made his first report. The other members of the committee were Bishops Harrison, 
Baxter, Burnett, Ely, Breidenthal, Talton and Waynick. He stated that the overarching principles 
of the committee in compiling the report were that it be comprehensive, honest and clear. The first 
preliminary draft was then distributed. It was pointed out that this was for discussion purposes 
only. Upon receiving it, the bishops were given time for prayer, reading the report and reflection 
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on it in small groups. The committee asked for feedback to help them prepare a second draft to be 
distributed tomorrow morning. Thirty bishops then spoke to points in the draft in a plenary session 
before recessing for lunch. 
 
 Following lunch, the bishops reconvened in executive session and the Presiding Bishop 
asked that the House consider readjusting its schedule in order to respond to a request from the 
Primates and Anglican Consultative Council Executive Committees that we make a response to 
the questions posed by the primates before they departed later in the day. The House agreed to do 
so. A suggested resolution by John Chane, Charles Jenkins and Jon Bruno was then introduced 
and discussed informally by the House. Nineteen bishops addressed this resolution. No vote was 
taken since the House was not in a formal business meeting. 
 
 The House then moved back into public session. Clay Mathews presented an update on 
behalf of the Episcopal Identity Project, co-sponsored by the College for Bishops and CREDO, 
Institute, and a second survey was distributed. The first volume of findings will be formerly 
presented at the March meeting of the House of Bishops. 
 
 Seminary Deans Don Morgan and Ward Ewing then addressed the House on changes 
facing the seminaries today. Much information was given. The deans expressed, on behalf of the 
fellow deans, a commitment to explore more seriously the following areas: 1. Distance Education, 
2. Spanish language ministry preparation, 3. Anglican Communion partnerships and 4. A way for 
seminaries and dioceses to work together in local training education. They stated that the 
seminaries need to be in a listening process within the church and that the deans and 
representative of their boards would be meeting in January to continue discussion. 
 
 Dr. Ian Douglas then spoke on the plans and hopes for the upcoming Lambeth Conference 
meeting next July. He cast the conference in a missiological vision, aimed at equipping bishops as 
leaders helping to advance God’s mission. He said the gathering will consist of Ndaba Groups, in 
which groups of eight bishops would come together to encounter God’s story and each others’ in 
relation to the Gospel of John. There would then be expanded Ndaba groups which would engage 
issues. The conference would also offer self selected learning opportunities designed to equip the 
bishops through educational opportunities. At the beginning of the conference, there would be a 
three day retreat designed to explore: 1. The Mission of God, 2. The Body of Christ in service to 
the mission of God, and 3. The Bishop as leader of the Body of Christ in service to the mission of 
God. The Conference would have Ordinary Days and Special Days. Worship on Ordinary Days 
would consist of Morning Prayer, Holy Eucharist, and Compline, and would contain Bible study 
and Ndaba Groups and expanded Ndaba groups organized around topics or issues. Afternoons 
would be times of rest and self selected educational opportunities. In the Evening there would be 
special programs. He also shared the need for bursaries and said information on the spouses 
program would be forthcoming later. Finally he concluded by saying the design was similar to the 
recent meeting held in Madrid and would be designed to create space for many voices to speak 
and listen, hopefully in ways that would be non controversial, supportive and affirming. 
 
 Following this presentation, the Presiding Bishop shared that some bishops submitting the 
earlier resolution had met with the Writing Committee so that their ideas could be incorporated in 
the next version of the official document being drafted. The House then agreed to not attend the 
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scheduled Holy Eucharist and continue meeting to receive the second draft from the Writing 
Committee, now augmented by those additional people. It was presented by Wayne Wright and 
fourteen bishops commented on it in plenary session. There was a consensus to keep discussing 
the earlier resolution offered by Bishops Chane, Jenkins and Bruno and a revised version was 
distributed. The Presiding Bishop asked that three points be considered as important namely 
Pastoral Care, Incursions and the place of Gene Robinson. The bishops then continued their 
discussions in plenary with twenty five bishops speaking. 
 
 Given that the Writing Committee needed to incorporate the comments made in this 
session in the next draft and therefore it will not be ready until tomorrow, the Presiding Bishop 
expressed her need to communicate to the Joint Standing Committee of the Anglican Consultative 
Council the feelings of the House on several main points which will be lifted up in the final HOB 
document. A brief discussion followed making sure the points which would be bulleted in the 
document would be communicated. The House will then receive the next draft of the document by 
11:00 a.m. on Tuesday. 
 
 The House recessed late with many bishops participating in class dinners that evening. 
 

Tuesday, September 24, 2007 
 

Henry Parsley was the M.C. for the day. Following Morning Prayer, Bible study and small group 
time, announcements were made and a list of Episcopal Visitors was distributed. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Official Business Meeting Minutes 

  
The House then moved into its official Business Meeting, beginning with an Executive Session 
with the following items of business: 
 Bishop Jeffrey Steenson shared his intention to resign as a bishop in the Episcopal Church 
by the end of the year. He read a statement giving his reasons which was then distributed. (SEE 
ATTACHMENT A) 
 
 The Presiding Bishop announced that C. I. Jones will be restored but asked that if any 
wanted to use him in for an episcopal act, she be called first. 
 
 The Presiding Bishop summarized the status of several bishops: 
  A. Bishop Cox has been presented for abandonment of the communion 
  B. Action on Bishop McBurney is pending 
  C. Bishops Herzog and Pope have renounced orders 
  D. No action on bishop Bena pending formal notification 
  E. Bishop Fairfield has resigned from the House 
 
 The Rt. Rev. Bill Sanders, #587, resigned Bishop of Tennessee was recognized as the 
Senior Bishop present and he addressed the House. 
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 The Secretary then announced the formal status changes since the last meeting of the 
House of Bishops: 
 
Consents have been received 
Mary Gray-Reeves as Bishop of El Camino Real. Her consecration to be November 10, 2007. 
 
Consecrations held since last meeting 
Thomas Breidenthal, Bishop Diocesan in Southern Ohio, April 28, 2007 
Shannon S. Johnston, Bishop Coadjutor in Virginia, May 26, 2007 
Laura Ahrens, Bishop Suffragan in Connecticut, June 30, 2007 
Sean Rowe, Bishop Diocesan in Northwestern Pennsylvania, September 8, 2007 
Edward Konieczny, Bishop Diocesan in Oklahoma, September 15, 2007 
Gregory Rickel, Bishop Diocesan in Olympia, September 15, 2007 
 
Resignation 
Mark MacDonald as Bishop of Alaska 
 
Removals 
Daniel Herzog 
Clarence Pope 
 
Restoration 
C. I. Jones 
 
 
 
Deaths 
Robert Wolterstorff – San Diego, resigned – April 24, 2007 
James Kelsey – Northern Michigan, Diocesan – June 3, 2007 
Stephen Jecko – Florida resigned/Dallas – June 7, 2007 
Frederick Putman – Navajoland, resigned – June 14, 2007 
Edward Jones – Indianapolis, resigned – July 28, 2007 
Donald Davis – Northwestern Pennsylvania, resigned – August 30, 2007 
 
 The Presiding Bishop called for a moment of silence in their honor. 
 The Presiding Bishop reported on her official acts for the past year, a copy of which is 
attached to the Secretary’s Minutes. 
 
 Wallis Ohl gave a report from SCMD on B006. (SEE ATTACHMENT B) 
 
 Clay Mathews reported on DEPO in the various dioceses. After distributing a list of 
instances of DEPO several bishops made corrections and additions. 
 
 The Presiding Bishop made her official report. She explained the objectives of her 
diocesan visits. She tries to make them 3-4 day events in which she seeks to spend time, listen, 
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talk with clergy and laity, bishops who are in attendance if it is a consecration, visit ministry sites 
and opportunities for a public forum. She sees communion surrounding this visit as opportunities 
for evangelism and a chance to talk about mission work in the Episcopal Church 
 
 Other matters from the Presiding Bishop were as follows: 
There will be a Webcast on October 16 at 3:00 EDT hosted by Trinity, Wall Street. 
She asked bishops to stand ready for a possible HOB meeting in the Fall. Dates will go out later. 
She announced that pastoral work with bishops is still overseen by Clay Mathews. 
She announced that Rayford High and Duncan Gray had been added as two more Episcopal 
Visitors. 
She shared that the Anglican Center in Rome needs a new director and representative from 
Canterbury to the Holy See. 
She then reported that her visits in the past year had taken her to 26 dioceses and several places 
outside the U.S., with trips to Korea dn China slated for the Fall. 
 
 Bishop Jefferts Schori then reported on her oversight of the staff at the Church Center in 
New York and reorganization this is occurring there. She introduced The Rev. Charles Robertson, 
who is succeeding Canon Carl Gerdau as the new Canon to the Presiding Bishop. He spoke on the 
reorganization as well as passed out a chart explaining it. (SEE ATTACHMENT C) 
 
 Following a break, Wayne Wright brought a new draft from the Writing Committee now 
titled “A Response to Questions and Concerns Raised by the Anglican Communion Primates.” 
This report was discussed in plenary with thirty five bishops speaking. The House then broke for 
lunch. 
 Following lunch, the Presiding Bishop clarified that Bishop C. I. Jones, although reinstated 
as a bishop, has no status in this House as per our Rules of Order. 
 
 A statement was then read by Charles Jenkins commending Senator Landau for work done 
in relation to New Orleans. The House ADOPTED this as a resolution. (SEE ATTACHMENT 
D) 
 
 The Presiding Bishop then announced two more Episcopal Visitors, Philip Duncan and 
Rodney Michel. 
 
 The Presiding Bishop then reported on her discussion held with the Executive Committees 
of the ACC and Primates Joint Standing Committees in which she shared the main points that 
would be in the document the House was perfecting. She said they seemed pleased with the work 
done and understood the church must keep this issue before the larger communion. They will issue 
their report at a later time. 
 
 Draft #4 of the Response was then distributed and perfected and the Writing Committee 
was sent back to create its final version. 
 
 After a break, John Rabb presented a statement on racism. It was ADOPTED. (SEE 
ATTACHMENT E) 
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 It was then moved and seconded the Resolution of the House of Bishops of the Episcopal 
Church of the United States of America to be presented to the Congress of the United States 
distributed to the House on September 20, 2007, be adopted. The suggestion was made to change 
the phrase”The Deep South” in paragraph ten to “we in our country”. This was accepted by the 
consensus. The Resolution was then ADOPTED. (SEE ATTACHMENT F) 
 
 The Presiding Bishop made come concluding remarks commenting on our 
interconnectedness and interdependence, the importance that we share our stories of our 
experiences in Louisiana and Mississippi with our dioceses and on the sacrifices we are often 
called upon to make as part of living together. The House expressed its thanks to Katharine 
Jefferts Schori for her leadership and to the National Episcopal Health Ministry for the Prayer 
Shawls. 
 
 George Packard then presented a Statement on Iraq and the Troops and this statement was 
ADOPTED by the House. (SEE ATTACHMENT G) 
 
 Wayne Wright presented, on behalf of the Writing Committee, a “Message of our Meeting 
in New Orleans.” It was ADOPTED by acclimation. (SEE ATTACHMENT H) 
 
 Wayne then presented the FINAL VERSION of “A Response to Questions and Concerns 
Raised by the Anglican Communion Primates.” After one minor amendment which failed and one 
which passed, it was ADOPTED by voice vote with one audible Nay vote. (SEE 
ATTACHMENT I) 
 
 The meeting was then adjourned. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 In the evening, a final dinner was held in which the following retiring bishops were 
honored: Bill Persell, Jack McKelvey and Bill Skilton. In addition, Carl Gerdau, who is also 
retiring and thus was attending his last meeting, was also honored and presented with a certificate 
which contained the signatures and wax seals of the rings of all the bishops attending the meeting. 
 
        Respectfully Submitted, 
 
        +Kenneth L. Price Jr. 
        Secretary 








































	September 19-25, 2007 Executive Summary HOB.pdf
	img-Z20111841-0001
	img-Z20111842-0002

