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Eugene “Gus” Newport 

 

Eugene “Gus” Newport is a program consultant to the Vanguard Public Foundation and 

the Louisiana Disaster Recovery Foundation.  Gus is assisting these foundations in 

community planning, organizing and policy development in the recovery work to re-build 

New Orleans, LA.  He an is MLK Fellow at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT) for the period  covering the semesters Fall 2006/spring of 2007 and fall  2007 and 

spring 2008.  His work at MIT include a Practicum with a neighborhood in North 

Springfield, MA and a studio to improve the quality of life through planning and 

developing housing, economic development and improving the public education system..     

 

 Gus was the first “Fellow” of the Mabel Louise Riley Foundation, and he served as a 

consultant to East Bay Funders (a foundation partnership), the Edna McConnell Clark 

Foundation, the Jacobs Family Foundation, Ford and the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

 

Gus is the former Executive Director of the Institute of Community Economics and the 

former General Manager of radio station KPFA in Berkeley, the oldest listener sponsored 

radio station in the country.  He directed the Community Building Support Center for the 

Urban Strategies Council.  Gus also served as the first Senior Fellow of the William 

Monroe Trotter Institute, University of Massachusetts at Boston, and as a lecturer in 

residence at the University of California.  In addition Gus served as a member of the 

faculty at Portland State University to the HUD Senior Managers Seminars and a member 

of the Yale Community Fellows program faculty.  

 

Gus is the former Executive Director of the Partnership for Neighborhood Initiative (PNI)  

Palm Beach County, FL and the former Executive Director of the Dudley Street 

Neighborhood Initiative (DSNI), Boston, MA. 

 

He is the former Mayor of Berkeley, CA (1979-1986).  During his tenure he served on 

the advisory board of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, and chaired the sub-committees on 

Education and Employment.   

 

Gus has worked in several capacities for federal, state, county and municipal 

governments, nonprofit agencies and the private sector.  His areas of work are 

neighborhood planning and development and economic development.  He has lectured at 

numerous colleges and universities and served on several national policy boards and 

United Nation committees.  He is a member of the Board of Overseers of the Graduate 

Program in Community Economic Development at Southern New Hampshire University,  

a member of the board of the Project Against Violence and the board of the Algebra 

Project.  Gus served as the Vice-President from the U.S. to the World peace Council 

1980-1986. 


