
 

 

House of Bishops  
Interim Meeting at Kanuga 

March 15, 2019 
 
The business meeting was called to order at 1:36 pm by the Presiding Bishop, the Most Rev. 
Michael Bruce Curry. The Presiding Bishop opened the meeting with prayer. It was moved that 
the registration list of the conference suffice for the roll call. The secretary announced that the 
original attendance consisted of 132 bishops including 3 bishops elect and the number still 
present more than constituted a quorum. It was announced that the Rt. Rev. Arthur Williams 
was recognized as the Senior Bishop present.  
 
 

Changes of Status of Bishops in the House 
 

New consecrations/elections 
Kevin D. Nichols, Bishop of Bethlehem, 9/15/2017 
Carlye J. Hughes, Bishop of Newark, 9/22/2017 
Michael C.B. Hunn, Bishop of the Rio Grande, 11/3/2018 
Mark Cowell, Bishop of Western Kansas, 12/1/2018 
Cathleen C. Bascom, Bishop of Kansas, 3/2/2019 
Jennifer A Reddall, Bishop of Arizona, 3/9/2019 
Cristobal Leon Lozano, Bishop of Ecuador Literal, consecration scheduled for 
3/30/2019  
Mark D.W. Edington, Bishop of Convocation of Europe, consecration scheduled for 
4/6/2019 
Phoebe Roaf, Bishop of West Tennessee, consecration scheduled for 5/4/2019 
Kimberly Lucas, Bishop of Colorado, consecration scheduled for 5/18/2019 
Kathryn Ryan, Bishop Suffragan of Texas, consecration scheduled for 6/1/2019 
Susan Brown Snook, Bishop of San Diego, consecration scheduled for 6/15/2019 
Thomas James Brown, Bishop of Maine, consecration scheduled for 6/22/2019 
Megan Traquair, Bishop of Northern California, consecration scheduled for 6/29/2019 

  
Necrology since last meeting 

David E. Richards, resigned Bishop of Pastoral Development, August 21, 2018  
Hugo Pina-Lopez, resigned Bishop of Honduras, September 20, 2018 
Donald M. Hultstrand, resigned Bishop of Springfield, December 21, 2018 
Harold A. Hopkins, Jr., resigned Bishop of North Dakota, January 3, 2019 
John L. Said, resigned Bishop Suffragan of Southeast Florida, January 5, 2019  

  
Resignations since last meeting 

Mark Beckwith, resigned Bishop of Newark, effective 9/22/2018 
Alfredo Morante, resigned Bishop of Ecuador Litoral, effective 9/27/2018 
Frank Brookhart, resigned Bishop of Montana, effective 11/1/2018 
Michael Vono, resigned Bishop of the Rio Grande, effective 11/2/2018 
Shannon Johnston, resigned Bishop of Virginia, effective 11/3/2018 
Michael Milliken, resigned Bishop of Western Kansas, effective 12/1/2018 
Dan Edwards, resigned Bishop of Nevada, effective 12/31/2018 
Dena Harrison, resigned Bishop Suffragan of Texas, effective 12/31/2018 
Holly Hollerith, resigned Bishop of Southern Virginia, effective 1/15/2019 

  
Changes in Status 



 

 

Jim Waggoner, Assistant Bishop of Nevada, April 1, 2019  
 

 
Communications from the Presiding Bishop 

 
Campaign for Cuba  

The Presiding Bishop reported on the Campaign for Cuba. He noted that there is roughly 
$800,000 in pension payments to bring our Cuban brothers and sisters to be instated 
into the Church Pension Fund. Bishop Jefferts Schori kicked off this effort at General 
Convention. The Presiding Bishop encouraged the members of the House to respond to 
the campaign to raise this money. Over $495,000 has been raised to date by the 
Bishops. Members of the Executive Council is responding as well. Mailings will be going 
out Church-wide next week.  

 

Special Business of Meeting 

1. Election of members to the Court of Review (per Resolution A110, Title IV Canon 

IV.5.4 (pages 210-212 of the Constitution and Canons 2018) 3 members and 1 alternate 

The Presiding Bishop offered the following names for consideration to fill the vacancies 
on the newly created Church Wide Court of Review for priests and deacons: 

 
Carlye Hughes 
John Bauerschmidt 
Gretchen Rehberg 
José McLoughlin (alternate) 

 
These names were put into consideration based on their diocese being in a specific 
cluster of Provinces. The Floor was open for additional nominations. Hearing no 
nominations from the floor, the names as submitted were MOVED and APPROVED. 

 

2. Appointment of a member to fill a term on the Disciplinary Board 

The Presiding Bishop then offered the following: after receiving advice and counsel from 
the Bishop members of Executive Council, the Presiding Bishop is appointing the Rt. 
Rev. Michael Hunn (Rio Grande) to fill an unexpired term on the Disciplinary Board for 
Bishops. This was an announcement only as the Presiding Bishop appoints this position.  

 

3. Resolution regarding Statute of Limitations under Title IV 

The Presiding Bishop called upon the Rt. Rev. Todd Ousley on behalf of the Pastoral 

Development committee. Bishop Ousley noted that the Presiding Bishop is drafting a 

letter for the Church. Bishop Ousley proposed the following resolution as a robust 

pastoral response: 

Whereas, our canons provide that “[b]y virtue of Baptism, all members of the 

Church are called to holiness of life and accountability to one another,” and “[t]he 

Church and each Diocese shall support their members in their life in Christ and 



 

 

seek to resolve conflicts by promoting healing, repentance, forgiveness, 

restitution, justice, amendment of life and reconciliation,”(Canon IV.1), 

Therefore it is 
 

RESOLVED that this House, meeting at Kanuga Conference Center March 12-
15, supports the commitment of its members to providing a “robust pastoral 
response” to allegations of sexual misconduct regardless of how long ago such 
alleged misconduct occurred.   
 

The resolution was MOVED and SECONDED. The resolution was APPROVED. 
 

4. GC Resolution B003 (Appendix A) 

The Presiding Bishop called up the Rt. Rev. Mary Gray-Reeves to speak to this 

Resolution. This Resolution requests us to make a statement, as a House, to address 

this request. The Rt. Rev. John Taylor and the Rt. Rev. Barry Beisner have been 

designated as co-chairs of the task force to address this request. The Rt. Rev. Tom Ely 

noted that at the General Convention we agreed to have meatier conversations 

regarding Israel/Palestine and is hoping that this will be included in the task force’s work.  

 

Reports from Committees 

 

HOUSE OF BISHOPS COMMITTEE ON RESIGNATIONS 

The Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander reported for the House of Bishops Committee on Resignations that 
the committee met during this meeting and reviewed the requests for resignations: 
 
Robert O’Neill, Colorado, effective March 31, 2019                                                                                         
William Franklin, Western New York, effective April 3, 2019 
Michael Smith, North Dakota, effective May 1, 2019 
Stephen Lane, Maine, effective June 22, 2019 
John Tarrant, South Dakota, effective July 1, 2019 
Pierre Whalon, Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe, effective July 1, 2019 
Tom Ely, Vermont, effective September 28, 2019 
Mary Gray-Reeves, El Camino Real, effective January 11, 2020 
 
All resignations of these colleagues comply with the Canons and the Rules of the House by 
virtue of their advanced age (as defined by the Rules of Order) or by their service as a bishop 
diocesan for no less that ten years, or both. Therefore they are afforded continued membership 
in the House with the privilege of voice and vote, except as otherwise restricted by the Canons.  
 
Bishop Alexander on behalf of the committee MOVED that the House accept the resignations of 
these bishops. The Motion was APPROVED. 

 

 



 

 

Other Business 

Resolution on The Way of Love 

Because this Resolution came to the House later than our 30 day rule, it was MOVED and 

seconded to accept this resolution for action at this meeting of the house. The motion was 

APPROVED. 

The Rt. Rev. Pierre Whalon moved the following resolution on the Way of Love: 

Resolved, that this House of Bishops, meeting at Kanuga on March 15, 2019, 

commit ourselves individually and corporately to live the Way of Love, Practices 

for a Jesus-centered life, and we ask every member of The Episcopal Church to 

consider joining us in meeting and following Jesus through the Way of Love. 

The motion was seconded. Bishop Whalon spoke to the resolution. The resolution was 

APPROVED. 

The Presiding Bishop invited the officers on the dais to introduce themselves to the House. On 

the Dais: Wendell Gibbs, Head of Dispatch. Allen Shin, Assistant Secretary. Diane Jardine 

Bruce, Secretary. Michael Curry, President. Sean Rowe, Parliamentarian. Mary Gray-Reeves, 

Vice President.  

Reading of the Minutes 

 
The Secretary noted that the minutes of the prior meeting are available on the College for 
Bishop’s website. It was MOVED, SECONDED and APPROVED that the reading of the minutes 
of the last meeting be dispensed with.  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 1:59pm the HOB went into Executive Session to discuss the upcoming Lambeth Conference. 
 
At 3:21pm the HOB came out of Executive Session for a break.  
 
At the request of the Presiding Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Mary Douglas Glasspool, the Rt. Rev. 
Eugene Sutton and the Rt. Rev. Mary Gray-Reeves offered the following statement for 
consideration by the House of Bishops as a Mind of the House Resolution. The motion was 
SECONDED.  Discussion ensued in the House with edits offered. The following final document 
was offered: 
 

Bishops gathered at the Spring 2019 meeting of the House of Bishops are aggrieved 
and distressed by the Archbishop of Canterbury’s decision to exclude same sex spouses 
of bishops from participating in the Lambeth Conference, 2020. We appreciate that all of 
our bishops diocesan, suffragan and assistant have been invited, and are concerned by 
the use of exclusion as a means of building communion.  
 
At this time, the majority of bishops invited plan to attend the conference. Through our 
presence we will participate fully in the program of the conference, as well as seek to 



 

 

further the conversation around the various cultural expressions of marriage. We intend 
to build relationships and missional partnerships that will be inclusive vehicles for 
building communion across the Anglican world in all its beautiful diversity. We will seek 
to reflect our varied understandings of marriage, as well as our profound commitment to 
the dignity of all human beings, including the human rights of LGBTQ+ persons. 
 
This week we have been in prayer and reflection on the Way of Love and how we as 
The Episcopal Church make that witness to the world as disciples of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We affirm that all persons have been named by God as beloved and we commit 
to living more deeply into that truth. 

 
It was desired that this Mind of the House resolution be circulated with the letter from the Bishop 
Spouses Group letter, which was read to the House on our first day together.  
 
The question was called. Debate ended. The MOTION PASSED.  
 

The Rt. Rev. Robert Ihloff offered another resolution to the HOB. Because this Resolution came 

to the House later than our 30 day rule, it was MOVED and seconded to present the resolution 

at this meeting of the house. The MOTION was DEFEATED. 

 

Adjournment 
It was MOVED and APPROVED that the meeting be adjourned. The meeting was adjourned at 
4 32 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Attested, 
 
 
 
 
The Rt. Rev. Diane M. Jardine Bruce   The Rt. Rev. Allen Shin 
 
Secretary                 Assistant Secretary 
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