
 Executive Summary of the Winter Meeting 
 of the House of Bishops 
 March 7-13, 2008 
 Camp Allen, Texas 
 
 Friday, March 7, 2008 
 

*The Rt. Rev. Edward Little, Chair of the House of Bishops Planning Committee called 
the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. He called upon Dent Davidson, musician, and the chaplains to 
open the meeting with song and prayer, and thanked the members of the Planning Committee for 
the organization of this meeting.  
 
 Session I 
 

Following announcements, Bishop Little called upon Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori who introduced the new bishops, consecrated since the last meeting. They were Mary 
Gray-Reeves, Diocesan of El Camino Real. Dan Thomas Edwards, Diocesan of Nevada, John 
McKee Sloan, Suffragan of Alabama,  Mark Joseph Lawrence, Diocesan of South Carolina, 
and Jeffrey Dean Lee, Diocesan She welcomed Sue Moxley from Nova Scotia representing the 
Anglican Church in Canada, Bishop Miguel Tamayo from Cuba and Uruguay, and other guests 
who would be speaking later in the meeting. She named the active bishops who had regretted not 
being able to attend this meeting and the active bishops not in attendance from whom she had not 
heard.  
 

The Presiding Bishop reported briefly on her activities since the last meeting of the 
House and shared her concerns and hopes for the upcoming Lambeth meeting. She expressed her 
hope that the bishops from the Episcopal Church would go to Lambeth with a sacrificial attitude 
and embrace the concept of the draft covenant as a sign of hope, avoiding pre-judgments. She 
also urged the bishops not to isolate themselves by attitudes or actions, to engage with the others 
from around the world, to enjoy the hospitality that would be offered, and to use this time to 
build bridges for greater mission opportunities.    
 

Bishop Little then invited the bishops to enter into table conversation to reconnect. 
 

At 4:23 Paula Nesbitt, a priest of the Diocese of California and University of California 
professor, and Bishop Miguel Tamayo gave historical perspectives and background of Lambeth 
before receiving questions and comments. (SEE APPENDIX I). 
 

Holy Eucharist followed this session in which the Presiding Bishop reminded the House 
of its core values. .  
 
 Session II 
 

The House gathered at 7:30 and a panel of Bishops Don Wimberly, Rob O’Neal, Leo 
Frade and John Chane joined the afternoon speakers for a discussion of Lambeth. Comments 
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were also shared on the Madrid Consultation. Bishop Cathy Roskam spoke on the Madrid 
Consultation as well.   
 
 Saturday, March 8. 2008  
 
 Session III 
 

Following Morning Prayer and Bible Study, Bishop Lloyd Allen, MC for the day, made 
announcements and then launched a continuation of the Lambeth discussions.  
 

This session included presentations by Macky Alston of Auburn Seminary on 
“Developing Our Message and Delivery” and on Developing a Meta Narrative and Individual 
Narratives. Tips on speaking to the media were also shared. Bob Williams and Neva Rae Fox 
from The Episcopal Church communications office also offered comments. A media packet was 
distributed to all the bishops.  
 

Holy Eucharist followed this session.  
 
 Session IV 
 

Following announcements by Bishop Allen, the Rev. Canon Brian Cox and the Hon. 
Joanne O’Donnell from the Diocese of Los Angeles were introduced and  led the House through 
a Reconciliation Seminar.  
 

Canon Cox gave a talk titled “Reconciliation as a Moral Vision,” and following this the 
bishops spent table time addressing the question: “How does my world view, core values and 
collective identity influence my perception and the conflict in the Episcopal Church and the 
Anglican Communion?”  
 

The Hon Ms. O’Donnell gave a talk titled “Demolishing Walls of Hostility, The Principle 
of Inclusion.” The dialogue question for table groups was ‘To which groups do I feel hostility 
and how have I given and received offense?”  
 

Following this session and Evening Prayer, the Bishops entered into a Sabbath time.  
 
 Sunday, March 9, 2008 
 

The Sabbath time continued and included Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.  
 
 Session V 
 

The House assembled in evening session at 7:30 p.m. and Bishop Skip Adams, the MC 
for the day, reintroduced Canon Cox and the Hon Ms. O’Donnell. The evening session was titled 
“Submission to God; the Principle of Sovereignty.” The dialogue question for table groups was 
“How would our decision making in the Episcopal Church be affected by submission to God and 
mutual submission?” 
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 Monday, March 10, 2008  
 

Following Morning Prayer and Bible study The Rt. Rev. Michael Smith, MC for the day 
made announcements.  

 
 Session VI 
 

The Rev. Canon Philip Groves reported on his experiences in overseeing the Listening 
Process for Lambeth.     
 

Following this presentation, the House broke for Holy Eucharist at 11:30 a.m. . 
 
 Session VII 
 

The House reconvened at 2:00 for a Presentation of MDG #3 (Promote gender equality 
and empower women) by Nomfundo Walaza from South Africa. She is a member of the Joint 
Standing Committee of the Anglican Consultative Council.  
 

Following her presentation, the Rt. Revs. Ed Little, Bruce Caldwell and Tom Ely 
reported on their numerous conference calls with the staff of the Anglican Communion office 
regarding the participation of the Rt. Rev. Gene Robinson in Lambeth. A complete transcript of 
their report is included in APPENDIX II.  
 

Following their report, Bishop Robinson was invited to speak. He described his hurt and 
isolation but said to the House, “You must go and find your voice.” He asked that bishops tell 
their stories and be his voice as well. Several comments were made in support of Bishop 
Robinson.  
 

The Rt. Rev. Wilfrido Ramos-Orench shared a video on the Diocese of Central Ecuador. 
 

The afternoon session ended and Evening Prayer was held. Bishops were encouraged to 
meet as classes for dinner.  
 
 Tuesday, March 11, 2008 
 

Following Morning Prayer and Bible study, the Rt. Rev Victor Scantlebury, MC for the 
day, made announcements.  
 
  
 
 
 

Session VIII 
 

The Rt. Revs. Jim Curry, Barry Beisner and Charles Jenkins were joined by Maureen 
Shea, Alex Baumgarten, and John Johnson for a presentation from the Bishops Working for a 
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Just World and for an overview of issues currently of concern to the Office of Government 
Relations. A packet of resources was distributed to all bishops present.      

 
Following this presentation, the House recessed for Holy Eucharist at 11:30 a.m.  

 
 Session IX 
 

A PowerPoint presentation on the proposed revisions to Title IV was made by 
Chancellors Steve Hutchinson and Duncan Bayne. (SEE APPENDIX III) Comments were then 
made by the Rt. Revs. Wallis Ohl, Dorsey Henderson and Bob Fitzpatrick. Many questions and 
answers followed.  
 

Next Linda Watt addressed the House, giving an overview of the structural revisions 
currently occurring at the Church Center and the regional offices being established across the 
country.  She commented that suggestions and comments gathered from bishops when she was at 
the meeting a year ago were taken into consideration.  
 

A follow up report was given by the Rt. Rev. Bruce Caldwell and Neil Alexander on the 
report given by seminary deans at the last meeting. They outlined action steps for a steering 
committee appointed by the Presiding Bishop on the subject of theological education. They are:  

1. Conversation to be scheduled with the deans, accompanied by their Board chair and a 
faculty member and this committee.   

2. Development of a design team including ministry development groups to hold a 
summit of all stake holders.   

 
The Rev. Patricia Coller, Jim Morrison and Tim Vanover from the Pension Fund then 

gave a PowerPoint presentation of an executive briefing on a Healthcare Feasibility study being 
conducted by the Church Pension Group. A copy of their confidential report is available from the 
Church Pension Group. The objective of this study is to prepare a report for the General 
Convention in 2009 whether to authorize a mandatory denominational health plan for active 
clergy and lay employees to be administered by CPF.     
 

The Rt. Rev. Gary Lillibridge gave a brief report on his recent work with an international 
Windsor Report follow up committee.  
 

The afternoon session ended and Evening Prayer was held. 
 
 

 
 
 

Session X 
 

When the House reconvened at 7:30, Sue Moxley spoke on her perceptions as an official 
visitor from the Anglican Church in Canada.  
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The Rt. Rev. Henry Parsley, chair of the Theology, then led the House in a discussion of 
the proposed Anglican Covenant.   
 

The evening ended with more comments on the details and mechanics of Lambeth.   
 
 
 Wednesday. March 12. 2008 
 

Following Morning Prayer and Bible study The Rt. Rev. Tom Shaw, MC for the day, 
made announcements, and then the officers of the House moved forward for the official business 
meeting.  
 
 Session XI 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Interim Meeting of House of Bishops 

Camp Allen, Texas, March 12, 2008   
Minutes of the Business Session 

 
 
      The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and 
offered an opening prayer.  
 
      The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price, Secretary, announced sixty eight bishops were needed to 
constitute a majority of those bishops present. He declared that a quorum was present to conduct 
business. 
 
     It was also announced that forms for certain consents required only of bishops with 
jurisdiction had been distributed and should be filled out by the appropriate bishops and returned 
to the secretary for transmittal to the Presiding Bishop’s office. These consents were as follows: 
 
     Episcopal consent for the election of a Bishop Coadjutor for Ecuador Central 
     Episcopal consent for the election of a Bishop Coadjutor for Puerto Rico 
     Episcopal consent for the election of a Bishop Coadjutor for Texas 
     Episcopal consent for the election of a Bishop Coadjutor for South Dakota  
     Episcopal consent for the election of a Bishop Coadjutor for Long Island 
                       
     The official acts since the last meeting on September 25, 2007 in New Orleans, were then 
announced as follows: 
 
            Consecrations 

              Mary Gray-Reeves, Diocesan of El Camino Real on 11/10/07 
      Dan Thomas Edwards, Diocesan of Nevada on 1/5/08  
      John McKee Sloan, Suffragan of Alabama on 1/12/08   

              Mark Joseph Lawrence, Diocesan of South Carolina on 1/26/08 
                    Jeffrey Dean Lee, Diocesan of Chicago on 2/2/08 
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Elections, with consents received and consecration scheduled 
Stephen T. Lane as Coadjutor of Maine (Consecration scheduled 5/3/08)  

 
Announcement of election, consents still pending 

Prince G. Singh as Diocesan of Rochester (Consecration suggested 
5/31/08)  
 

Appointments of resigned bishops to new assistant positions 
John Croneberger as assistant bishop in Bethlehem  
Michael Creighton as assistant bishop in Maryland 
William Skilton as assistant bishop in Dominican Republic 
James Ottley as assistant bishop in Long Island 
Keith Whitmore as assistant bishop in Atlanta 

Resignations not needing consent 
Carol Gallagher from assistant bishop in Newark   
Steven Charleston from Dean of EDS as of June 30 
 

Renunciations 
John B. Lipscomb, Resigned Bishop of Southwest Florida 11/20/07  
Howard S. Meeks, Resigned Bishop of Western Michigan.12/20/07 
Jeffrey N. Steenson, Resigned Bishop of Rio Grande 12/31/07 
Terrance Kelshaw, Resigned Bishop of Rio Grande  

 
Inhibitions 

Charles E. Bennison Jr., Bishop of Pennsylvania 10/31/07  
John-David Schofield, Bishop of San Joaquin 1/11/08 
 

Deaths 
Donald J. Davis, Resigned Diocesan, Northwestern PA, 9/29/07   
William Harvey Wolfrum, Resigned Suffragan of Colorado, 11/23/07 
Clarence Hobgood, Resigned Suffragan of Armed Forces 2/29/08   

  
A moment of silence was observed for those bishops deceased.   

         
Bishop Leo Frade was introduced as the Senior Bishop present 

 
The Rt. Rev. Sylvestre Romero was then introduced as the newly approved as Assistant 

Bishop of New Jersey. In the presence of the House, he signed the Oath of Conformity and was 
welcomed into full membership in the House of Bishops.    
 
 The House then took up the mater of the deposition of John David Schofield. Bishop 
Jefferts Schori reviewed the process and timeline that led to placing this matter before the House. 



 

 

7

She noted that John David Schofield had attempted by letter to resign from the House. She 
explained that a bishop may not resign his or her jurisdiction while inhibited. Questions and 
discussion followed.  
 
        The following resolution (with the proper accompanying explanation) was then moved 
and seconded: 
 
 
RESOLVED, that pursuant to Canon IV.9.2 of the Episcopal Church, the House of Bishops 
hereby consents to the Deposition from the ordained ministry of the Rt. Rev. John-David 
Schofield, Bishop of the Diocese of San Joaquin. 
 
EXPLANATION:  On January 9, 2008, the Title IV Review Committee certified to the Presiding 
Bishop, pursuant to Canon IV.9.1, that the Rt. Rev. John-David Schofield, Bishop of the Diocese 
of San Joaquin, has repudiated the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Episcopal Church 
and has abandoned the Communion of the Church by, inter alia, departing from the Episcopal 
Church and purporting to take his Diocese with him into affiliation with the Province of the 
Southern Cone.  In the intervening two months since the Presiding Bishop gave notice to Bishop 
Schofield of the foregoing certification, Bishop Schofield has failed to submit to the Presiding 
Bishop sufficient retraction or denial of the actions found by the Title IV Review Committee.  
Accordingly, the Presiding Bishop has presented the matter to the House of Bishops and 
requested consent to Bishop Schofield’s Deposition. 
 

The chaplains then led the House in a time of prayer, and there followed table discussion 
regarding the action before the House and plenary session. Nineteen people spoke in the plenary 
session.   

 
The resolution PASSED by voice vote with a few abstentions.  

 
The following resolution (with the proper accompanying explanation) was then moved 

and seconded 
 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Canon IV.9.2 of the Episcopal Church, the House of Bishops 
hereby consents to the Deposition from the ordained ministry of the Rt. Rev. William Jackson 
Cox, Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of Maryland, resigned. 
 
EXPLANATION:  On May 29, 2007, the Title IV Review Committee certified to the Presiding 
Bishop, pursuant to Canon IV.9.1, that the Rt. Rev. William Jackson Cox, Bishop Suffragan of 
the Diocese of Maryland, resigned, has repudiated the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the 
Episcopal Church and has abandoned the Communion of the Church by, inter alia, departing 
from the Episcopal Church and stating his intention to continue to perform episcopal acts solely 
under the oversight and jurisdiction of a bishop outside the Episcopal Church without 
conforming to the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church.  In the intervening two 
months since the Presiding Bishop gave notice to Bishop Cox of the foregoing certification, 
Bishop Cox has failed to submit to the Presiding Bishop sufficient retraction or denial of the 
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actions found by the Title IV Review Committee.  Accordingly, the Presiding Bishop has 
presented the matter to the House of Bishops and requested consent to Bishop Cox’s Deposition. 
 

The chaplains then led the House in a time of prayer, and there followed table discussion 
regarding the action before the House followed and a plenary session. Ten people spoke in the 
plenary session.  
 

The resolution was PASSED by voice vote with a few abstentions.  
 

Following these actions, The Presiding Bishop reminded the House of our continuing 
need to reach out to these our brothers. The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey Lee suggested issuing a statement 
from the House stating its sadness in these maters and The Presiding Bishop suggested that such 
a statement be brought to the afternoon session of the business meeting.   
 

The Rt. Rev. Henry Parsley then presented a report on behalf of the Theology Committee 
offering a Proposal for the Theological Study of Same Sex Relationships. (SEE APPENDIX IV). 
   

The Presiding Bishop then explained that in the case of the Rt. Rev. Robert Duncan, No 
action would be taken at this meeting. The Review Committee had found that he had abandoned 
the communion but the three senior bishops did not vote to inhibit him. Since the required sixty 
days for a response by Bishop Duncan had not elapsed, the House could not act at this meeting..  
 

The Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence inquired about the canonical status of the Standing 
Committee in the Diocese of San Joaquin. David Beers, Chancellor to the Presiding Bishop 
stated that the Presiding Bishop did not recognize their authority. He explained that there exists 
public evidence that a majority of the Standing Committee supported the actions of John David 
Schofield and had voted to remove certain clauses from the diocesan constitution. Chancellor 
Beers told the house that the Diocese of San Joaquin would be holding a special convention to 
elect a Provisional Bishop and new members of the Standing Committee. Candidates signing the 
Oath of Conformity as members of he Episcopal Church would be eligible for election at the 
convention. The Presiding Bishop then announced her intention to nominate the Rt. Rev. Jerry 
Lamb to be Provisional Bishops.  

 
The meeting recessed for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist and lunch.   

 
 
 The business session reconvened at 2:00 and the Committee on Resignations of Bishops 
recommended  
 

Consent to resignation of William Persell as Bishop of Chicago 
Consent to the resignation Jack McKelvey as Bishop of Rochester 
Consent to the resignation of Keith Whitmore as Diocesan of Eau Claire 
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Consent by voice vote was given in all three cases to the recommendation of the 
Committee. 
 

The House then received the report of the Theology Committee (SEE APPENDIX IV) 
with The Rt. Rev. Joe Burnett speaking on behalf of the Rt. Rev. Henry Parsley who had to 
leave. Following discussion the report was received by acclimation.   
 

The Presiding Bishop then asked for discussion regarding three options for the next 
meeting of the House to take place to discuss the matter of Bishop Duncan. The options were to 
take up this matter at a called meeting in May, at a meeting during Lambeth or to wait for the 
currently scheduled meeting in September. Twenty one people spoke on this issue. The Rt. Rev. 
Clay Mathews reported that documents pertinent to this issue would be posted on the College for 
Bishops web site. There was no sentiment expressed for meeting on this issue to take place at 
Lambeth. It was decided to poll the House respective to a meeting in May and for all bishops 
hold the dates of September 17-19 for a meeting with September 16 as a travel day.   
 

The Rt. Revs Clay Mathews, Neil Alexander and Don Johnson then called attention to 
the annual report of the College of Bishops and lifted up the work done by the College. This 
work includes attending to the emotional health and wellness of bishops, spouses and partners 
and assistance given for episcopal elections and transitions. Bishop Johnson also pointed out that 
the College also helps to equip bishops for their work that must be done, and shapes how bishops 
work together. There is a need for funding support, and thanks was given to those bishops who 
are supporting that work through their contributions.  
 

The following resolutions were the submitted by Dispatch of Business  
 
The Rt. Rev. Mark Sisk moved this Resolution on Lambeth and it was seconded: 
 
Give to your Church, O God,  
a bold vision and a daring charity, 
a refreshed wisdom and a courteous understanding, 
\that the eternal message of your Son 
may be acclaimed as the good news of the age; 
through him who makes all things new, 
even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (1) 
We, the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church, approaching the forthcoming Lambeth 
Conference, are mindful of the hurt that is being experienced by so many in our own 
Episcopal Church, in other Provinces of our global communion, and in the world around us. 
 
While the focus of this hurt seems centered on issues of human sexuality, beneath it we 
believe there is a feeling of marginalization by people of differing points of view. Entering into 
Holy Week, our response is to name this hurt and to claim our hope that is in Christ. 
 
As the Lambeth Conference approaches, we believe we have an enormous opportunity, in the 
midst of struggle, to be proud of our heritage, and to use this particular time in a holy way by 
affirming our rich diversity. The health of such diversity is that we are dealing openly with 
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issues that affect the entire global community. Thus, even as we acknowledge the pain felt by 
many, we also affirm its holiness as we seek to be faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Even though we did not all support the consecration of the Bishop of New Hampshire, we 
acknowledge that he is a canonically elected and consecrated bishop in this church. We regret 
that he alone among bishops ministering within the territorial boundaries of their dioceses 
and provinces, did not receive an invitation to attend the Lambeth Conference. 
 
We appeal to the faithful of the Episcopal Church and the faithful in the wider, global 
Anglican family, to focus and celebrate our unity in the comprehensiveness of diversity. In 
union with Christian tradition through the centuries, we are willing to face challenges that 
precipitate struggle as a means towards reconciliation. 
 
During our meeting we have been praying for a “daring charity and courteous 
understanding.” With this intent and guided by the Holy Spirit, we go to the Lambeth 
Conference spiritually united and praying that God will sanctify our struggles and unify us for 
Christ's mission to a hurting world. 
 
(1) This Franciscan-inspired prayer was offered by our chaplains during this meeting of the 
House of Bishops. 
 

Following questions and comments by two bishops, the motion was PASSED.  
 

The Rt. Rev. Chris Epting moved the following resolution on torture by water boarding 
and it was seconded by The Rt. Rev George Packard.   

 
Resolved, that the House of Bishops expresses its dismay at President George W. Bush's veto 
of the bill banning torturous interrogation techniques such as “water boarding.” As  
followers of the One who said, “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you...do to others as you would have them do to 
you.” (Luke 6:27-28, 31) we find this method of interrogation morally unacceptable and call 
upon members of Congress to override this veto.  
 
The motion was PASSED  The Presiding Bishop was asked to send a copy of the resolution to 
the United Methodist Church.   
 

The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey Lee then moved the following resolution as also. endorsed by 
Bishops Alan Scarfe, John Chane, Neff Powell, Greg Rickel and Wayne Wright and after minor 
changes were accepted by the mover, it was seconded.     
 
Calling on the reconciling love of our Lord Jesus Christ and mindful of our call to be servants 
of one another and of the mission and ministry of the whole church, we have taken the action 
of consenting to the deposition of our two brother bishops, John-David Schofield and William 
Cox. This outcome is the painful culmination of a lengthy process of conciliation and review 
led by two Presiding Bishops. While earnest voices were raised asking if there were other 
alternatives at this time, the conclusion of the House of Bishops is that this action is based on 
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the facts presented to us and is necessary for the ongoing integrity of The Episcopal Church. 
We seek also to respond to the needs of the people of the Diocese of San Joaquin. We are 
saddened by what we believe to be this necessary action and we have taken it only after deep 
prayer and serious conversation. We also wish to express our continuing commitment to work 
for reconciliation with our brothers and the People of God who have been the recipients of 
their pastoral leadership and care through the years. 
 

The motion was PASSED.  
 

It was then announced that minutes of this meeting will be circulated to be certified by 
the Rt. Revs. Wayne Wright and Don Johnson prior to posting on the College for Bishops web 
site and circulation to the membership.  
 

Since the minutes of the last meeting in New Orleans had been posyed and circulated, it 
was moved to dispense with the reading of those Minutes.  Motion was PASSED.  
 

Following numerous words of appreciation by the Presiding Bishop, the formal business 
session was adjourned.   
 

Respectfully submitted  Attested 
+Kenneth L. Price Jr.           +Wayne Wright, chair of Dispatch of Business 
 Secretary    +Don Johnson, vice chair of Dispatch of Business 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Session XII 
 

The Rt. Rev John Rabb then made a report on behalf of the Committee on Racism and 
presented a video of the Rev. Jayne Oasin on the Multicultural Church. Following the 
presentation the bishops worked in table groups and were asked to turn in responses to four 
questions.   

 
The afternoon session ended. Evening Prayer was held, and the meeting of the House 

concluded with dinner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 ATHE LAMBETH CONFERENCE

BY MIGUEL TAMAYO

REMARKS SHARED WITH

THE HOUSE OF BISHOPS OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH,

7 MARCH, 2008

The 2008 Lambeth Conference is an incredible opportunity that God has given the
Anglican Communion both to better serve God's mission and strengthen our mutually
responsible and interdependent family of churches. I am deeply honored to be part of its
planning processes. And I am honored to be here to share with you some of the hopes and
plans for the 2008 Lambeth Conference as you prepare to attend the Conference next
summer.

Due to the situation facing our communion regarding divisive issues and practices, many
persons think that the Lambeth Conference is in danger. However, Archbishop Rowan
has continually emphasized the need for bishops as leaders in the Church to come
together for conversation and mutual understanding. During a recent visit he made to
Canada to meet with the House of Bishops in that country he said: "it is true that I have
considered the possibility of postponing the Lambeth Conference, but my final decision
is that we should have it", and the conference will be held from the 16th of July to the 4th

of August in 2008 at the University of Kent, England.

In his 2007 Advent Letter the Archbishop of Canterbury stressed the importance of
participating in the Lambeth Conference as designed. He said: "Some reactions to my
original invitation have implied that meeting for prayer, mutual spiritual enrichment and
development of ministry is somehow a way of avoiding difficult issues. On the contrary:
I would insist that only in such a context can we usefully address divisive issues." And
just last month at the "Launch" of the Lambeth Conference, the Archbishop said of this
summer's Conference plans: "I believe we have ... an unusually varied and original
programme - and a fresh style of working which will allow us both to confront
differences honestly and to be focused anew on our primary tasks of service and
mission."

I now would like to speak about how this "fresh style of working" has developed. As
many of you might know, I have the honor of being a member of the Lambeth
Conference Design Group. The Design Group is a team designated by the Archbishop
himself, where there are bishops, clergy and lay persons from different parts of the
Communion, and whose role it is to help with the planning and the content of the
Conference. It is important to emphasize that the majority of the members of the Design
Group (six of eight) are not from the West but from the so-called Global South. Only
Colin Fletcher from the Church of England and Ian Douglas from The Episcopal Church
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come from the historic Western mIssIonary sending churches of the Anglican
Communion. The Design Group is a truly international body representing the breadth of
the Anglican Communion today.

The Design Group has met regularly twice a year for the last four years at St. Andrews
House, London, the Office of the Anglican Communion. The dynamics of each meeting
have been to meet by ourselves from Monday to Wednesday. On Thursday we meet with
the Archbishop and share with him what our thoughts and proposals are. In turn he
responds to us and on Friday, based on this exchange, we assess where we are and what
we still have to do.

PURPOSE

The goals for the Lambeth Conference articulated by the Archbishop of Canterbury and
the Design Group are twofold. They are: I: To equip bishops to be more effective leaders
in God's mission, and 2: To strengthen the Anglican Communion. The design of the
Lambeth Conference is to assist the bishops of the Anglican Communion to discern and
share more deeply their Anglican identity and to help them be better prepared for the task
to which they have been called as leaders in God's Mission. (Missio Dei)

In particular, it is expected that at the end ofthe Conference the bishops:

I. Will feel spiritually reinvigorated.
2. Will have a deeper knowledge of each other and also of the challenges that are

faced in different parts of the world.
3. Will be more aware of the resources, spiritual as well as material, that God

gives them to face those challenges.
4. Will have a greater understanding and appreciation of our life in the

Communion and of the meaning of collegiality.
5. Will continue addressing the internal conflicts of recent times.
6. Will discover a new level of trust in our common service in God's Mission.
7. Will have a greater understanding of the special contribution that Anglicanism

can make to the different families of churches in the world.

We expect to achieve these aims through:

I. Retreat, Bible Studies and daily Worship.
2. Small "Indaba" groups where we can listen to each other and listen to God's

word.
3. Expanded Indaba Groups where we can analyze and engage different issues of

common interest.
4. Self Select Sessions where we are better equipped to participate in God's

mISSIOn



The Lambeth Design Group has been working through the most widely possible
consultation with the leaders of the Communion and has been watching closely all the
developments in recent times. We have been in conversation with House of Bishops in
different provinces to hear their expectations and suggestions on the proposed design.-In
Latin America, I have had the opportunity to share thoughts on the Lambeth Conference
with the House of Bishops of the Province of Mexico, specifically, and then in a
gathering of all of the bishops of Latin America a few months ago.

METHODOLOGY

We have discussed the purposes and now I want to talk about the methods that we are
proposing to achicvc thcm. Primarily we want to insure that the focus of the work is in
small groups where persons can come closer to each other. Also small group interaction
will be easier to translate for those who do not speak English. We want to reduce to a
minimum long plenary sessions.

A day at the Conference could be described in the following manner:

Morning Worship-(with spouses)
Breakfast
Eucharist
Indaba Groups (Bible Studies)
Expanded Indaba Groups focusing on particular issues (Noon Prayer)
Lunch
Free time
Tea
Self Select Sessions
Evening Prayer (with spouses)
Dinner
Recreational activities or occasional pleanaries to hear inspirational outside

speakers
Compline

The Indaba (Zulu word meaning "Conversation for the sake of conversation") groups will
be the context for Bible Studies. They will be made up of eight bishops from different
provinces/contexts. The bible studies will be based on passages from the Gospel of St.
John, and the Facilitators will be from a team created by Professor Gerald West from the
University of Kwazulu-Natal. Bishops have been asked to read St. John's Gospel in
preparation for the Conference. One way to do this might be to read the Gospel
meditatively. A book by Dr. Richard Burridge has been circulated so that bishops and
their spouses might do this. Additionally the group preparing the bible studies has
prepared a set of bible studies for use around the Communion to be used during the time
of the Lambeth Conference. These studies will be available in a couple of months time.
 
 



The Work in Expanded Indaba Groups will gather five or six of the Indaba groups, that
is, around forty bishops. This will provide the opportunity to discuss, share and reflect on
the topics of the Conference in groups of manageable size where listening and
accountability is emphasized.

The topics that have been identified for consideration in the Expanded Indaba Groups
are:

1): Anglican identity
2) Evangelism
3) Economics and social justice: The Millennium Development Goals
4) Ecumenism
5) Environment and the sustainability of Creation
6) World religions
7) Gender and violence
8) Biblical interpretation
9) Humans sexuality
10) Covenant and Windsor processes

The Self Select Sessions in the afternoon will provide the opportunity to focus on
particular topics of interests. There will be a choice each day from many different
offerings including workshops, lectures, and panel presentations. Many of these Self
Select Sessions will be lead by bishops themselves.

The first three days of the Conference will be dedicated to a Spiritual Retreat which will
be led by the Archbishop of Canterbury. In the retreat the bishops will have the
opportunity to meet each other, pray together and reflect upon the life of the Communion
since the last Lambeth Conference. This retreat will precede the opening Eucharist at
Christ's Cathedral, Canterbury, on Sunday July the 20th

.

The Retreat will be based on God's Mission and the Role of the Bishops in it. -More
specifically, it will focus on 1) The nature of the Mission of God, 2) The role of the body
of Christ (the Church) in the Mission of God. 3) The Bishop as leader and disciple in the
Mission of God.

There will be a Chaplain for the Conference, Bishop Winston Halapua from the South
Pacific, and many opportunities for spiritual guidance. A Hymn Book is being prepared,
and it is requested that the Provinces and Regions send music and lyrics of their more
typical hymns. And a Prayer Book will also be produced for the Conference.

Finally, God willing the 2008 Lambeth Conference centered on God's Mission and the
discipleship of the bishops hopes to:

1. Generate trust.
2. Build commonality and understanding across our differences



And thus:

1. Equip the bishops as leaders in God's mission
2. Strengthen the Anglican Communion

Thank you very much for the opportunity to share these thoughts and plans with you~



Appendix II 
 
Report from Bishops Ed Little, Bruce Caldwell and Tom Ely 
to the House of Bishops regarding conversations about Bishop Gene Robinson’s participation 
at the Lambeth Conference 
March 10, 2008 
 
Following the September 2007 meeting of the House of Bishops in New Orleans, the Presiding 
Bishop appointed Bishops Little, Caldwell and Ely to serve as the team to be in conversation 
with the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Anglican Communion Office to discuss the 
possibilities of +Gene’s participation in the Lambeth Conference. This was in response to the 
hope expressed in our New Orleans communiqué in which we said that it is “our fervent hope 
that a way can be found for his (Gene’s) full participation.” We have tried to be faithful servants 
of the House of Bishops and to reflect in our own way some measure of the diversity within the 
House. 
Over the past few months the three of us have been negotiating with Mr. Chris Smith from the 
Archbishop’s staff and the Reverend Canon Kenneth Kearon from the Anglican Communion 
Office hoping to arrive at a substantial invitation for +Gene’s participation in the Lambeth 
Conference. To date we have held five conference calls and have had several internal 
conversations among the three of us. We have kept the Presiding Bishop and Bishop Robinson 
informed about our process along the way. Each side of the conversation has participated in good 
faith throughout.  
We began the conversation by sharing several hopes which were developed in consultation with 
+Gene. Those hopes are: 

That +Gene have the opportunity to pray with other bishops at Lambeth. 
That +Gene have time with and access to other bishops from around the Anglican 

Communion in order to build relationships. 
That +Gene have a voice at the table regarding the Listening Process and the discussions 

on human sexuality.  
Early on, our colleagues from “across the pond” expressed the understanding that the Archbishop 
of Canterbury intends to respect the Windsor Report’s recommendation with respect to 
“exercising extreme caution” regarding +Gene’s participation in the Councils of the Church. 
Throughout our conversation they referenced the “optics” involved in all of this, meaning the 
inter-communion perceptions and perspectives attached to +Gene’s participation. 
After exploring various categories of participation (i.e. observer, guest, etc.) the three of us felt 
that the least derogatory, apart from a full invitation, was a consulting role. With that in mind, as 
well as the hopes earlier expressed, we offered a proposal that included: 

An invitation to attend the Retreat and worship. 



An invitation to attend/observe any plenary sessions. 
An invitation to offer a workshop on several days as one of the self select groups, focused 

on listening to the voices of gay and lesbian persons. 
An invitation to participate in some way in the July 31st Indaba groups when the theme is 

human sexuality. 
In response we heard: 

A restatement that full invitation is not possible. 
The Retreat session is a closed session at Canterbury Cathedral (i.e. no media, no 

ecumenical guests) and it would present the Archbishop of Canterbury with a problem for +Gene 
to attend something so intimate. The same would be true of the Bible Study/Indaba groups. 

There is really no concept of “observer” built into the conference structure. 
The following proposal for limited participation was then offered and we agreed to bring this to 
+Gene: 

That if +Gene still wishes to be present throughout the conference that the location best 
suited for that is the Marketplace where he could be hosted by one of the groups. 

That +Gene participate in a “high profile” event (yet to be determined) on July 31st 
(Listening Process day) – something like an interview with a major media interviewer from 
England. 
After consultation with +Gene he respectfully declined the offer, believing that it does not rise to 
the level of a meaningful and substantial invitation. In declining this invitation +Gene was clear 
that he is available to serve as a resource to the Lambeth Conference and plans to be available to 
any variety of groups who are interested in pursuing conversations that would include him. In a 
moment +Gene will speak more about this and his own thoughts about the nature of his presence 
in England during the Lambeth Conference.  
With this report, we think our assignment is complete and we are grateful for the confidence 
expressed in us by the Presiding Bishop, Bishop Robinson and the members of the House of 
Bishops, who we know have been holding us and our conversations in your thoughts and 
prayers. We hope we have served the House faithfully in this matter and request now to be 
discharged. 
Faithfully submitted, 
Ed, Bruce and Tom 
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