
RESOLUTIONS OF THE 1998 LAMBETH CONFERENCE  

THAT RELATE TO U.S. POLICY, 

AND THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH’S RESPONSE 
 

 

This document lists the resolutions of the 1998 Lambeth Conference that had implications for the public policy of the 

United States and details what the response of the Episcopal Church – through its General Convention and Executive 

Council, and through the work of its Office of Government Relations – has been in response to those resolutions.   Not 

included are resolutions of the 1998 Conference that were addressed to other governments or to the private actions of the 

Church or other non-governmental organizations.   In some cases, the Episcopal Church’s work in these areas is vast 

and thus can only be summarized in highlights.   Additional information in any area can be obtained from the Office of 

Government Relations (202-547-7300) by contact with director Maureen Shea or international-policy analyst Alex 

Baumgarten. 

 

Resolution I.1  

Affirmation and Adoption of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

On the fiftieth anniversary of its proclamation in December of 1948, this Conference 

(a) resolves that its members urge compliance with the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights by the nations in which our various member Churches are located, and all others over whom we may 

exercise any influence; and  

(b) urges extension of the provisions of the Declaration to refugees, uprooted and displaced persons who 

may be forced by the circumstances of their lives to live among them.  

 

The Episcopal Church’s Response 

The General Convention/Executive Council, as well the work of the Office of Government Relations, 

strongly has supported this resolution in the decade since Lambeth 1998.   The General Convention 

of 2000 adopted resolutions on human-rights abuses in Indonesia, trafficking of persons, caste-based 

discrimination, and refugee rights for Palestinians and Israelis.    The 2003 General Convention 

adopted resolutions on human rights for people on the Korean peninsula, in condemnation of sex 

trafficking, and in opposition to legal systems (primarily in some Islamic countries) that violate 

human rights.   The 2006 General Convention endorsed a declaration of the National Council of 

Churches on human rights for children and opposed legal systems that criminalize homosexual 

practice.     

 

The Executive Council, in the past decade, as adopted resolves on the rights of Christians in India 

and China (1999), in opposition to capital punishment (2001), in support of human rights in Sierra 

Leone and Columbia (2002), committing to support for refugees and asylum seekers (2004), human 

rights for prisoners at Guantanamo Bay (2004), human rights for those in Haiti (2004 and 2005), and 

in opposition to all forms of torture, including when used by the United States as “extraordinary 

rendition” of prisoners (2007). 

 

The Office of Government Relations (OGR) has supported each of these resolutions – as well as past 

human-rights policies of TEC – to lawmakers on Capitol Hill.   Of particular note is the Office’s work 

on behalf of human rights and refugee rights for Haitians, which were supported with public letters 

from XXV Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold; the Episcopal Church’s participation in the National 

Religious Campaign Against Torture; extensive work on legislation to prevent human trafficking, 

especially in the area of the sex trade; and ongoing work to address human rights for people in the 

Middle East and in the Sudan.  The Episcopal Church also has done significant work regarding the 

U.S. government’s response to the growing number of refugees and Internally Displaced Persons. 



Resolution I.2 

Religious Freedom and Tolerance 

This Conference, meeting at the dawn of the new millennium calls upon: 

(a) all faith communities, especially the Christian Church, to acknowledge our responsibility to mobilise our 

spiritual, moral and material resources to promote and protect as absolute rights, each person's freedom of 

thought, conscience and religion;  

(b) the leaders of all faith communities to encourage their congregations to reach out to people of all faiths 

among whom they live, move and have their being, in order to proclaim and demonstrate the imperatives of 

love and reconciliation as a pre-condition for a new world community; and  

(c) governments of all the nations our Churches represent to strive for creation of just and free conditions for 

people of all religions to practice their beliefs "either alone or in community with others and in public or 

private, to manifest his (or her) religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance." (UN 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 18)  

 

The Episcopal Church’s Response 

 

The General Convention has supported the principles of the Lambeth resolution on several 

occasions.   First, the General Conventions of 1988 and 1997 adopted resolutions similar to the 1998 

Lambeth resolution, “supporting and affirming religious freedom around the world.”    In 2003, the 

General Convention adopted a resolution calling for an “end to all religious persecution and war.” 

Immediately following the 1998 Lambeth Conference, the Episcopal Church – through its Office of 

Government Relations and the Episcopal Public Policy Network – worked for congressional passage 

of the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998.   The law, which was signed by President Clinton 

in October of that year, established an Office for International Religious Freedom at the U.S. State 

Department which is headed by an Ambassador-at-Large.    Additionally, the law created a 

bipartisan Commission on International Religious Freedom that is subject to Congress’ authority and 

provides yearly reports for the U.S. government on religious freedom in all countries around the 

world.   The law also created a Special Adviser on International Religious Freedom within the 

National Security Council, the organization within the Executive Branch that advises the President 

on all matters regarding national security. 

The Episcopal Church also works with the U.S. government, particularly the Office of International 

Religious Freedom, to address religious-liberty issues that arise in various contexts around the 

world.   For example, when the Government of the Sudan in 2004 illegally seized property owned by 

the Episcopal Church of the Sudan, the Presiding Bishop of the U.S.-based Episcopal Church issued 

a statement on the crisis that the Office of Government Relations used on Capitol Hill and within the 

State Department to generate attention to the situation and U.S. government support for the 

Episcopal Church of the Sudan’s position in the matter.   (That particular case was finally resolved in 

2008 with a court in the Sudan ruling that the government had acted improperly in violating the 

property and religious liberty of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan.)  The Church has also 

undertaken to contact the U.S. State Department regarding particularly situation that cannot be 

listed because those involved could be further endangered or stigmatized 

Resolution I.3 

Justice for Women and Children 

This Conference resolves that each member Church represented make an intentional effort to: 

(a) discover the ways in which women and children are affected and victimised by the political, economic, 

educational, cultural or religious systems in which they live;  



(b) discover the ways in which criminal elements of our societies victimise and exploit women and children;  

(c) praise the level of public (local, national and international) awareness about such abuses; and  

(d) work toward eliminating abuses through co-operation with existing groups such as ECPAT (End Child 

Prostitution in Asian Tourism) and the monitoring agencies of the United Nations and World Council of 

Churches.  

 

 The Episcopal Church’s Response 

The Episcopal Church’s work in the area of this resolve – justice for women and children – is 

extensive.    The General Convention of 2000 passed resolutions on the trafficking of women and 

children and on the equality of women in the Sudan (part of a larger resolution).  The Convention of 

2003 passed resolutions condemning sex trafficking, encouraging support for women and children 

in war-torn areas, opposing legal systems which violate human rights (including the rights of 

women), and supporting the Millennium Development Goals (including Goal 3 on gender equality).   

These responses stem not just from Lambeth I.3, but also from TEC’s historic commitments on the 

equality of women, including support for the UN Convention on the Elimination of all forms of 

Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) (Executive Council, 1988 and General Convention 1991). 

 

The Episcopal Church – through its Office of Government Relations, in cooperation with other units 

at the Episcopal Church Center – has worked extensively for public policies which promote the 

dignity and equality of women and children.    The Church has actively supported several pieces of 

congressional legislation on human trafficking that have become law, the most recent being signed 

by President Bush in 2005.   The Church helped write and pass a landmark 2005 law that focused on 

U.S. support for children orphaned by HIV/AIDS and other facets of poverty and conflict around the 

world.   Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold participated in ceremonies on Capitol Hill related to the 

passage and signing of that bill.    Additionally, the Church has signed numerous declarations 

calling for congressional ratification of the CEDAW convention. 

 

Currently, two significant bills pending in the U.S. Congress have the active support of the Episcopal 

Church: (1)  The GROWTH Act (Global Resources and Opportunity for Women to Thrive), 

bipartisan legislation promoting economic and legal rights for women in developing countries, 

especially property rights and expanded business opportunities, including micro-credit programs.  

The bill establishes an office within the U.S. government to focus on economic opportunity for 

women abroad, and requires the Administration to develop a comprehensive development strategy 

in this area; and (2) The International Violence Against Women Act, which establishes 

comprehensive and cohesive U.S.-government support – both diplomatically through the State 

Department, and through foreign-aid programs of the U.S. Agency for International Development – 

to support the creation of legal structures around the world that penalize violence against women. 

 

 

Resolution I.4 

A Faithful Response to Aggression and War 

This Conference: 

(a) abhors the evil of war;  

(b) repudiates and condemns the use of violence for settling religious, economic, cultural or political 

disputes;  

(c) encourages the use of peacekeeping forces to prevent or forestall the escalation of conflicts, and to assist 

in their resolution;  

(d) repudiates and condemns the use of terrorism;  

(e) decries the production and proliferation of arms;  



(f) commits its members to prayer, mediation, and any active, non-violent means we can employ to end 

current conflicts and wars and to prevent others; and  

(g) urges the nations represented by our Churches and all those on whom we have any influence whatsoever 

to join us in this endeavour.  

 

 The Episcopal Church’s Response 

The Episcopal Church’s work in this area far pre-dates this particular Lambeth resolution.   The past 

decade, however, has seen the most significant U.S. military engagement abroad in decades, as well 

as widespread destabilization caused by regional conflict around the world.   The Church has 

responded accordingly. 

 

The General Convention of 2000 called for U.S. support for an end to the civil war in Sudan.  The 

2003 Convention passed resolutions calling for an end to all forms of religious war and persecution 

and commending congregational study of theological resources on Just War and Pacifism in the 

wake of the American invasion of Iraq.  The Convention of 2003 passed resolutions opposing Israeli 

destruction of Palestinian homes and opposing the construction of the Israeli security wall.  The 

Convention of 2006 passed a resolution opposing the continuation of the Iraq War, calling for actions 

to stabilize the country, and endorsing non-violent means for ending conflict.     

 

The Executive Council in the past decade passed resolutions opposing ethnic cleansing in Kosovo 

and calling for greater U.S. efforts to protect Kosovar refugees (1999), supporting the peace process 

for ending Sudan’s northern-southern civil war (2001), supporting peace and reconciliation, and 

condemning terrorism, in the Holy Land (numerous resolutions 2000-2008),  supporting peace 

processes in Guatemala and Sierra Leone (2002), calling for urgent U.S. and international responses 

to the crisis in Sudan’s Darfur region (2004 and 2005), and opposing the use of so-called “cluster 

bombs” in conflict around the world (2008). 

 

The Episcopal Church – through its Office of Government Relations – has addressed each of these 

issues with U.S. lawmakers, and continues actively to support peace and the resolution of conflict 

around the world based on older resolutions of the Convention, Council, and Lambeth Conference.   

Of particular note is the Church’s extensive work on behalf of peace in the Middle East with the 

White House, Congress, State Department, and other government agencies.    (For additional 

information on the Middle East, see Resolution V.20, below).   In recent years, the Church also has 

taken lead roles in supporting peace processes in the Sudan and Northern Uganda through 

congressional legislation and advocacy to the Administration.  The Church also works actively – 

with the support of decades of resolutions – to oppose weapons proliferation in our own country 

and around the world, whether landmines, nuclear weaponry, chemical warfare, or unnecessary 

proliferation of traditional weaponry. (For additional information on nuclear proliferation, see 

Resolution I.11, below). 

 

 

Resolution I.5 

Uprooted and Displaced Persons 

This Conference commits its members to: 

(a) promote within the Anglican Communion and beyond a greater awareness of the plight of uprooted and 

forcibly displaced persons, including indigenous peoples, and the causes of such disruption, including Third 

World Debt, religious conflict, economic deprivation, political oppression and environmental degradation;  

(b) recognise the plight of our brothers and sisters who are victims of forcible displacement, and encourage 

prayer, worship, and study experiences which express the solidarity of the Anglican Communion with 



uprooted and forcibly displaced persons, commending the exceptional courage and leadership exercised on 

behalf of these victims by certain members of the Anglican Communion;  

(c) encourage effective advocacy on behalf of uprooted and forcibly displaced persons within the Anglican 

Communion as well as within its individual provinces;  

(d) promote greater co-operation within the Anglican Communion on behalf of uprooted and displaced 

persons by designating contact persons in every province whose responsibility would be to develop and 

guide this work, and by increasing the commitment of personal and material resources for this work*; and  

(e) encourage the revitalisation of the Anglican Communion International Migrant and Refugee Network to 

assist the Anglican Communion in this work.  

* All primates were requested to do this as expressed in Anglican Consultative Council 6, 1984. See 

Proceedings of ACC-6, Appendix 3, page 26, 1984.  

 

 The Episcopal Church’s Response 

It is impossible, in the space provided here, fully to detail the Episcopal Church’s work on behalf of 

migrants, refugees, and displaced persons around the world.   Episcopal Migration Ministries in 

New York, in addition to its program responsibilities in the area of refugee resettlement, has worked 

for decades on refugee-policy advocacy with the U.S. government.   Beginning in 2008, that policy 

advocacy has been relocated from EMM to the Office of Government Relations in Washington, 

where a new staff person will begin fulltime focus on this area on June 30. 

 

The 2000 General Convention called for the U.S. government to grant temporary-protected status to 

displaced Haitians, and to protect refugee rights for Israelis and Palestinians.  The 2003 Convention 

called for the U.S. government to grant protected status to displaced Liberians, and to enact 

legislation to expand temporary-workers’ programs in order to include all persons in the U.S. 

engaging in meaningful labor as well as overseas workers offered employment in the U.S.   The 2006 

General Convention passed a resolution adopting fundamental principles of the basic rights of 

undocumented aliens in the U.S. 

 

The Executive Council in the past decade has urged the U.S. government to extend the protection of 

asylum to all vulnerable populations (2004), expressed concern for flaws in U.S. immigration policy 

and supported enactment of comprehensive-immigration reform (2005), and responded to the crisis 

of Iraqi refugees as a result of the war. 

 

The Episcopal Church – through its Office of Government Relations (and previously through EMM) 

– has worked extensively in this area.   When Congress was considering comprehensive immigration 

reform in 2007, the Church worked actively in coalition with other organizations to promote fair and 

bipartisan legislation consistent with the principles adopted by the Executive Council.  (That 

legislation died in the Senate).   The Office of Government Relations has worked actively in support 

of initiatives to secure U.S. government recognition of the rights of refugees in conflict and post-

conflict situations, including Iraq, Liberia, and Haiti.   Refugee concerns additionally are part of 

nearly every international-policy focus of the Church.    

 

 

Resolution I.6 

The Plight of the People of Northern and Western Uganda 

This Conference, acknowledging the appalling suffering of the people of Northern and Western Uganda as a 

result of continued civil war waged by rebels, known as LRA and ADF (Lord's Resistance Army and Allied 

Democratic Forces), backed by forces from outside Uganda: 



(a) urges the government of Uganda to continue to engage in a process which will lead to reconciliation, 

peace and justice. The process must include the Governments of Sudan and the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, representatives of the Rebels, representatives of main Religious bodies and Opinion Leaders of the 

areas affected; and  

(b) calls upon the Anglican Consultative Council and appeals to the United Nations organisations to assist in 

bringing about a quick settlement of this armed conflict.  

 

 The Episcopal Church’s Response 

While neither the General Convention nor the Executive Council has passed specific legislation 

related to the crisis in Northern/Western Uganda, past resolutions on the issue of peace and conflict 

give the Office of Government Relations a sufficient policy base to address this issue as a priority. 

 

The Church is an active member of several Washington, DC coalitions addressing the conflict in 

Northern/Western Uganda through U.S. policy, including the Northern Uganda Faith Working 

Group.   Together with other partners, the Church actively supports legislation (not-yet passed) that 

would prioritize U.S. technical, financial, and diplomatic support for the peace process in Uganda; 

and has urged the U.S. Administration to devote renewed diplomatic attention to supporting peace 

talks between the government of Uganda and the Lord’s Resistance Army.   Additionally, the 

Episcopal Church has urged the U.S. government to address the crisis precipitated by the LRA as 

part of a comprehensive strategy for peace in the Great Lakes region of Africa that also includes the 

Sudan, Chad, and the Congo.  

 

 

Resolution I.11 

Nuclear Weapons 

This Conference resolves to call upon our respective governments and through our governments, the United 

Nations and other instruments: 

(a) to urge all nations to agree by treaty to stop the production, testing, stock-piling and usage of nuclear 

weapons; and  

(b) to press for an international mandate for all member states to prohibit nuclear warfare.  

 

 The Episcopal Church’s Response 

The Episcopal Church’s opposition to all forms of nuclear proliferation predates the 1998 Lambeth 

Conference.   The most recent relevant TEC legislative resolution is the 1997 General Convention’s 

endorsement of the goal of total universal nuclear disarmament. 

 

Nuclear proliferation continues to be a priority issue for TEC’s Office of Government Relations., 

particularly in the past seven years as the U.S. government has sought to expand nuclear-arms 

technology.   Along with other partners, the Episcopal Church has successfully worked, from 2005 to 

the present, to block U.S. government funding for research into several new forms of short-range 

nuclear weapons popularly known as “bunker busters” for their ability to penetrate far beneath the 

earth’s surface and cause widespread devastation.    This year, the Episcopal Church has worked 

with partners to block U.S. funding for another new nuclear initiative known as the “Reliable 

Replacement Warhead.”   As of mid-June, the initiative has been successfully blocked in the House 

and is awaiting consideration in the Senate. 
 
 

 

 

 



Resolution I.13 

Landmines 

This Conference - attended both by bishops from nations suffering acutely from the presence of landmines in 

their own countries (Mrs. Winifred Ochola wife of the Bishop of Kitgum in Uganda was killed by a 

landmine), and by bishops from countries that have profited from the manufacture of landmines: 

(a) calls upon all signatory Governments to ratify the Ottawa Convention (without exceptions) at the earliest 

possible date;  

(b) calls upon all non-signatory Governments to sign and ratify the Ottawa Convention at the earliest 

possible date;  

(c) calls upon all Governments to provide extra funding for mine clearance programmes, and to encourage 

the development of appropriate technology for mine clearance initiatives; and;  

(d) calls upon international organisations, all Governments, community level and local Government 

initiatives, NGOs, Churches and other people of good will, to engage in educational work on this issue, 

provide practical assistance to alleviate the consequences of the massive level of previous landmine 

deployment, and engage in practical schemes to reintegrate landmine survivors and their families into their 

communities.  

 

 The Episcopal Church’s Response 

The Episcopal Church’s support for the abolition of landmines dates to the 1994 General 

Convention.   Thus, no additional resolutions since the 1998 Lambeth Conference have been 

adopted.   The Church has worked extensively through its Office of Government Relations to 

advocate for U.S. government endorsement of the so-called Ottawa Treaty, the 1999 international 

declaration banning anti-personnel mines.   As of 2008, the U.S. remains one of 37 nations that are 

not party to the treaty. 

 
 

Resolution I.14 

Euthanasia 

In the light of current debate and proposals for the legalisation of euthanasia in several countries, this 

Conference: 

(a) affirms that life is God-given and has intrinsic sanctity, significance and worth;  

(b) defines euthanasia as the act by which one person intentionally causes or assists in causing the death of 

another who is terminally or seriously ill in order to end the other's pain and suffering;  

(c) resolves that euthanasia, as precisely defined, is neither compatible with the Christian faith nor should be 

permitted in civil legislation;  

(d) distinguishes between euthanasia and withholding, withdrawing, declining or terminating excessive 

medical treatment and intervention, all of which may be consonant with Christian faith in enabling a person 

to die with dignity. When a person is in a permanent vegetative state, to sustain him or her with artificial 

nutrition and hydration may be seen as constituting medical intervention; and  

(e) commends the Section Report on euthanasia as a suitable introduction for study of such matters in all 

Provinces of the Communion.  

 

 The Episcopal Church’s Response 

The Episcopal Church’s opposition to euthanasia as described in the above resolution predates the 

Lambeth Conference of 1998.   The General Convention of 1991, in a resolution whose key tenets 

were reaffirmed in 1994, declared that it is “morally wrong and unacceptable to take a human life in 

order to relieve the suffering caused by incurable illness.”    Like the Lambeth resolution, the General 

Convention’s resolution distinguished euthanasia from withholding or withdrawing of medical 

intervention, a step which may be compatible with the Church’s theology. 



 

In the United States, public-policy legislation related to assisted suicide is a state constitutional and 

legal matter and not generally addressed by the Congress.   The Office of Government Relations 

takes no role in advocacy around state matters. 
 
 

Resolution I.15 

International Debt and Economic Justice 

Recognising the importance and urgency of issues of international debt and economic justice, this 

Conference adopts the following statement: 

(a) We see the issues of international debt and economic justice in the light of our belief in creation: God has 

created a world in which we are bound together in a common humanity in which each person has equal 

dignity and value. God has generously given to the nations immense resources which are to be held in trust 

and used for the wellbeing of all and also offered us in Christ Jesus liberation from all that which destroys 

healthy human life - a pattern of giving which God desires all to follow. The healthy pattern for relationships 

is of mutual giving and receiving of God's gifts. Borrowing has its place only in as much as it releases growth 

for human well being. When we ignore this pattern, money becomes a force that destroys human community 

and God's creation. The vast expansion in the power and quantity of money in recent decades, the huge 

increase in borrowing among rich and poor alike, the damaging material and spiritual consequences to 

many, bear testimony to this destructive force.  

(b) Mindful of the work done by the political leaders, finance ministers, church leaders and people of 

creditor nations, we welcome the framework provided by the historic Heavily Indebted Poor Country 

Initiative (HIPC) of 1996. We particularly welcome the approach of bringing all creditors together to agree 

upon debt relief, and the emphasis on debtor participation. We welcome unilateral initiatives taken by 

governments to write off loans owed to Overseas Development Departments; and initiatives by governments 

and international financial institutions to strengthen the capacity of debtor nations to manage debt 

portfolios, and to co-operate together. We welcome the commitment by leaders of the eight most powerful 

economies (the G8) in Birmingham May 1998; to consider withholding future taxpayer-subsidised loans 

intended for arms sales and other unproductive purposes .  

(c) While recognising these achievements, we wish to assert that these measures do not as yet  

provide sufficient release for the hundreds of millions of people whose governments are diverting scarce 

resources away from health, education, sanitation and clean water.  

(d) We have heard and understood the point of view that poverty reduction is more important than debt 

cancellation. Nevertheless we conclude that substantial debt relief, including cancellation of unpayable debts 

of the poorest nations under an independent, fair and transparent process, is a necessary, while not sufficient 

precondition for freeing these nations, and their people, from the hopeless downward spiral of poverty. 

Because indebted nations lose their autonomy to international creditors, debt cancellation is also a necessary 

step if these governments are to be given the dignity, autonomy and independence essential to the growth 

and development of democracy. We believe it vital that all of God's people should participate, on the basis of 

equal dignity, in the fruits of our interdependent world.  

(e) The need for debt relief for the poorest nations is urgent. Children are dying, and societies are unravelling 

under the burden of debt. We call for negotiations to be speeded up so that the poorest nations may benefit 

from such cancellation by the birth of the new millennium. The imagination of many, rich and poor alike, 

has already been gripped by the stark simplicity of this call. This response can be harnessed for the cause of 

development.  

(f) We call on the political, corporate and church leaders and people of creditor nations:  

to accept equal dignity for debtor nations in negotiations over loan agreements and debt relief;  

to ensure that the legislatures of lending nations are given the power to scrutinise taxpayer-subsidised loans; 

and to devise methods of regular legislative scrutiny that hold to account government-financed creditors, 

including the multilateral financial institutions, for lending decisions;  



to introduce into the design of international financial systems mechanisms that will impose discipline on 

lenders, introduce accountability for bad lending, and challenge corruption effectively, thus preventing 

future recurrence of debt crises;  

to introduce measures that will enable debtor nations to trade fairly with creditor nations. Fair trade will 

allow debtor nations to develop their domestic economies. This in turn will allow them to pay those debts 

which remain and to take their rightful place in the community of nations;  

to ensure that each of the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) nations 

honour their commitment to set aside 0.7% of their GNP for international development.  

(g) We call on political leaders, finance ministers, corporate executives traditional rulers, religious leaders 

and the people of debtor nation:  

to accept independent, fair and transparent procedures for agreeing debt relief;  

to adopt much greater transparency and accountability in the process of accepting and agreeing new loans, 

particularly as the burden of repayment of these loans will fall largely on the poorest; ensuring proper 

scrutiny by legislative bodies of each loan contract signed by government ministers;  

to adopt measures for disciplining elected and paid government officials who corruptly divert public funds 

and also to provide for sanctions against private sector persons and bodies who act corruptly;  

to adopt measures for ensuring that additional resources generated from debt relief are allocated to projects 

that genuinely benefit the poorest sections of society.  

(h) We call on political leaders and finance ministers in both creditor and debtor nations to develop, in a 

spirit of partnership, a new, independent, open and transparent forum for the negotiation and agreement of 

debt relief for highly indebted nations. In particular, we call on them to co-operate with the United Nations 

in the establishment of a Mediation Council whose purpose would be:  

to respond to appeals from debtor nations unable to service their debts, except at great human cost; 

to identify those debts that are odious, and therefore not to be considered as debts. 

to assess, independently and fairly, the assets and liabilities of indebted nations; 

to determine that debt repayments are set at levels which prioritise basic human development needs over the 

demands of creditors; 

to hold to account those in authority in borrowing countries for the way in which loans have been spent; 

to hold to account those in authority in lending nations for the nature of their lending decisions; 

to demand repayment of public funds corruptly diverted to private accounts; 

to consult widely over local development needs and the country's capacity to pay; and 

to ensure, through public monitoring and evaluation, that any additional resources made available from 

debt relief are allocated to projects that genuinely benefit the poor.  

(i) We commit ourselves to supporting the objectives outlined above, in the countries in which we live, 

whether they are debtor nations or creditor nations. We will seek also to highlight the moral and theological 

implications. Mindful of the wisdom held within other faith traditions we shall work with them, as we are 

able, to examine the issues of credit and debit and the nature of the economy.  

(j) Furthermore we call upon members of the Communion to co-operate with other people of faith in 

programmes of education and advocacy within our dioceses, so that we may help to raise public awareness 

of these vital economic issues that impact so deeply on the daily lives of the poor.  

(k) Finally, we call on all Primates to challenge their dioceses to fund international development 

programmes, recognised by provinces, at a level of at least 0.7% of annual total diocesan income.  
 

 The Episcopal Church’s Response 

The Episcopal Church’s response to this resolution has been extensive.  Support for Jubilee debt 

cancellation dates to the 1994 General Convention.   The 2000 General Convention, which was 

devoted wholly to the theme of Jubilee, passed a resolution encouraging all dioceses to live into the 

commitment – expressed in Lambeth I.15 – of devoting 0.7% of annual income to international-

development programs.     The General Conventions of 2003 and 2006 adopted resolutions in 



support of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which carry forward the principles of debt 

cancellation, trade justice, foreign aid, and economic fairness addressed in Lambeth I.15.   In 2005, 

the Executive Council adopted a resolve in support of expanding international-debt cancellation 

efforts beyond previous levels. 

 

The program work of the Episcopal Church – through its Office of Government Relations – has been 

extensive and a significant priority for more than a decade.    In 1998, the Office facilitated then-

Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold’s testimony to the U.S. Congress in support of debt cancellation, 

the first-ever such testimony from a U.S. religious leader.   (The Presiding Bishop’s words were 

quoted extensively by lawmakers in the congressional debate that followed).   Building on that work, 

the Office helped secure President Bill Clinton’s support for, and congressional ratification of, a 

historic international deal in 1999 to begin significant debt cancellation efforts for poor countries.   

As an offshoot of this work, the Episcopal Church helped found Jubilee USA, the nation’s only 

organization devoted principally to fighting the crisis of international debt, and continues to sit on 

the Board of Jubilee USA to this day.   In 2005, the Episcopal Church took a lead role in organizing 

public support for President Bush’s commitment with other G8 leaders to a modest expansion of the 

1999 deal. 

 

At present, the Episcopal Church is working actively on landmark legislation called the Jubilee Act 

that would cancel the debts of poor countries that have not yet qualified for relief under past 

international agreements but need 100% cancellation of their debts in order to meet the MDGs.   This 

legislation, which TEC helped draft, was passed by the House of Representatives in late April and is 

slated for passage by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in late June.   This would then give the 

full Senate until the end of the year to pass the bill.   This is a priority legislative issue for TEC and 

one which can be reported on at the Lambeth Conference as a significant U.S. government action in 

an area addressed by the 1998 Conference. 

 

Beyond international debt, the Episcopal Church actively has worked, and is working, for U.S. 

government responses to poverty and inequality that honor the spirit of the Lambeth I.15.  These 

include: (1) The U.S. government’s program to fight HIV/AIDS, malaria, and TB in poor countries, 

originally established in 2003 with a $15 billion commitment over five years, but currently in the 

process of expansion to a $50 billion commitment for the next five; (2) Robust congressional funding 

for U.S. poverty-focused foreign aid programs, which have expanded dramatically in the past six 

years but remain well-below international commitments; (3) Free and fair trade policies consistent 

with the MDGs, including significant reduction of U.S. agricultural subsidies that distort trade 

markets to the disadvantage of families living in poverty around the world.  (Efforts to reduce these 

subsidies in the 2007-8 farm bill were unsuccessful); (4) Numerous individual policy efforts – many 

referenced throughout this report – addressing development concerns related to the rights of women 

and children, education, health and nutrition, environmental sustainability, and disease.  

 

Resolution V.9 

Cuba 

This Conference reaffirms the 1988 Lambeth Conference Resolution that called for the condemnation and 

cessation of the embargo of the USA against Cuba. 

 

 The Episcopal Church’s Response 

The Episcopal Church has extensive policy supporting the position of the Lambeth Conference, 

including resolutions passed by the General Convention of 2000, and resolves of the Executive 

Council in 1996, 1998, and 2006. 



 

The Episcopal Church – through its Office of Government Relations – actively has supported the 

repeal of the U.S. embargo through congressional legislation.   In the past decade, congressional 

opponents of the embargo have offered numerous yearly amendments to prohibit enforcement of 

some or all facets of the current policy.   The Church has taken a lead role in supporting these, and 

while most have secured congressional approval, each has died under the threat of presidential veto.    

 

The Office of Government Relations also works with the U.S. Treasury Department to ease the 

impact of the embargo in special circumstances, such as the payment of pensions to Cuban priests 

once a part of the American Church. 

 

Resolution V.20 

On the Holy Land 

This Conference: 

a. expresses its deep ongoing concern about the tragic situation in the Holy Land, especially as it 

affects the City of Jerusalem;  

b. affirms the following points:  

i. Jerusalem is holy to the three Abrahamic faiths, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, and a 

home equally for Palestinians and Israelis;  

ii. The status of Jerusalem is fundamental to any just and lasting peace settlement and therefore 

it should serve as the capital of two sovereign states, Israel and Palestine, with free access 

to the adherents of all three faiths.  

iii. East Jerusalem is an integral part of the occupied territories, and should be included in all 

political arrangements relating to those territories, including self-determination, release of 

prisoners, right of return, and eventual sovereignty;  

iv. The continued serious decline of the Christian Community is a substantial threat to the 

threefold presence in the Holy City;  

v. The continued building and expansion of Jewish Settlements within East Jerusalem and the 

occupied territories remains a major obstacle to any just and lasting peace.  

c. urges the government of Israel to recognize the right of Palestinians, Christians and Muslims alike to 

build their own homes and establish their own institutions in Jerusalem;  

d. sends a message of love, hope and support to our fellow Christians in Israel and Palestine;  

e. encourages our own congregations in greater dialogue, understanding and fellowship with their 

brothers and sisters in that land;  

f. urges our political leaders to take every opportunity to encourage the Israeli Government and 

Palestinian Authority to work urgently for a just and lasting peace settlement, to include fair and 

proper provision for the right of return to the land of those Palestinians dispossessed by the 

conflicts of the past fifty years;  

g. urges the United Nations, and the governments of the United States and the European Community 

to use diplomatic and economic influence in support of the above and to demonstrate as firm a 

commitment to justice for Palestinians as they do for the security of the State of Israel;  

h. continues to uphold all those, in any nation, who have committed themselves to working for the 

cause of peace, praying that they may have wisdom and courage to bring this process to a just 

conclusion; and  

i. resolves to send copies of this resolution to the respective parties mentioned above as well as to the 

Prime Minister of Israel and the President of the Palestinian Authority.  



The Episcopal Church’s Response 

As noted above, peace in the Middle East long has been a priority for the Episcopal Church, and thus 

resolutions of the General Convention, resolves of the Executive Council, and actions of the Office of 

Government Relations and other Church Center offices well predate the 1998 Lambeth Conference. 

 

New activity and focus in the last decade is substantial, however.   The General Convention of 2000 

affirmed refugee rights for Israelis and Palestinians.   The 2003 Convention called for an end to Israeli 

demolition of Palestinian homes, and opposed the creation of the Israeli security wall.   The 2006 

Convention expressed renewed solidarity with, and commitment to, the peacemaking efforts of the 

Diocese of Jerusalem; and called on elected officials and policymakers to seek solutions to realize the 

goals of justice, peace, and reconciliation in the Holy Land. 

 

The Executive Council in the past decade has expressed support for reconciliation between Israel and 

the Palestinian people, including support for President Clinton’s 2000 leadership (2000); reiterated 

financial and programmatic support for Episcopal Church efforts that support peace in the Holy Land 

(2001); commended President Bush’s call for a two-state solution and encouraged renewed U.S. 

engagement (2002); opposed the Israeli bombing of Gaza (2003); directed the Social Responsibility in 

Investments Committee to file shareholder resolutions with companies that operate in the occupied 

territories in support of development in the West Bank and Gaza (2005); reaffirmed commitment to the 

peace process (2006); and supported U.S. engagement to end violence in the Holy Land and Lebanon 

(2007). 

 

The issue of Middle East peace remains a top priority for the Office of Government Relations. The 

Church has supported the Bush Administration in its efforts for Israeli-Palestinian peace, including the 

Road Map and now the process following the Annapolis meeting, and criticized them when their 

efforts lagged.  The Church is an active member of Churches for Middle East Peace, working in close 

collaboration with Jewish and Arab groups.  TEC also has focused attention on both the decline of the 

Christian community and the status of Jerusalem and the need for it to be both the capital of two states 

and open to followers of the three Abrahamic faiths  The Standing Commission on Anglican and 

International Peace with Justice made an official visit to the Holy Land prior to the '06 General 

Convention, and the Presiding Bishop spent Holy Week there, including visits to Gaza and the West 

Bank, in 2008.  


