
House of Bishops Retreat – Spring 2019 
Evangelism: The Way of Love  
 
As the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement, we are centering our lives on Jesus and following him 
into loving, liberating, life-giving relationships with God, with each other and with the whole creation. 
Especially when it comes to the ministry of evangelism, we are committed to helping people to develop 
or deepen their own relationship with the living God we know in Christ. That requires Evangelism BY the 
Church: equipping and sending Episcopalians to share and grow faith. It results in Evangelism FOR the 
Church: expanding the number and diversity of people and expressions in the Episcopal branch of the 
Jesus Movement. 
 
And it starts with Evangelism OF the Church: tending the faith of those inside – converting the converted 
– so we have a faith to share. Without that vital faith, evangelism will mostly be sales and marketing, a 
last gasp to save dying churches, or inviting people to enjoy our music and architecture but not really to 
come to know God. 
 
This is why we are taking Evangelism OF the Church seriously and re-centering our common life on Jesus. 
Thousands of members and dozens of dioceses have accepted the Presiding Bishop’s invitation to 
practice Jesus’ Way of Love, trusting an intentional way of life like this can shape us and our 
communities to look and live more and more like Jesus. With that foundation, we can share a lively, 
sacramental and holy life with the world. With that foundation, we begin to see that our whole life could 
consist of turning, learning, praying, worshiping, blessing, going and resting in Christ.  
 
The Spring House of Bishops Retreat will place front and center the ministry of Evangelism and our 
commitment to following and sharing Jesus’ Way of Love.  

- Presiding Bishop Curry will open the retreat with a sermon and afternoon conversation on 
“Engaging the Way of Love.” Table groups will reflect on questions related to the theme. 

- The second day Bishops will go “Deep in the Way of Love” with the help of two guests:  
o Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie of the AME Church opens the day with teaching and 

discussion on the first half of the Way of Love: spiritual vitality, turning toward Jesus as 
individuals and as a church, rooting our lives in God’s word and in prayer, the struggle 
and promise for mainline denominations.  

o Bishop Ric Thorpe of the Church of England leads the afternoon session and focuses 
attention on the second half of the Way of Love: preparing bishops and dioceses to 
redevelop declining ministries, launch new starts, take risks for the sake of the Gospel, 
cross boundaries, facilitate innovation, embrace uncertainty and become beloved 
community. 

- The third day Bishops will work together on “Resourcing for the Way of Love.” First up is a 
resource-sharing session. After lunch, Bishops will move into affinity groups geared to the 
different places they find themselves in relation to Evangelism and the Way of Love. 

- The final day is for “Integrating the Way of Love.” Bishop will take up a broad array of pressing 
issues, still seen through the lens of following Jesus and sharing faith.  

 

The entire retreat focuses on reflecting and preparing for evangelism by practicing the Way of Love: 
• Take time to REST, abide with God and experience restoration of Spirit 
• Opening sermon focused on the TURN to center our lives on Jesus. 
• LEARN Jesus’ ways from scripture each day via bible study and worship  
• PRAY together as each session opens, at tables and in worship 
• WORSHIP throughout the retreat 
• BLESS each other and receive blessing with honest stories and deep listening 
• GO across boundaries with a plan to introduce innovation and experimentation in your diocese 

for the sake of evangelism and mission  



Guest Speakers at the Spring House of Bishops Retreat 

 

BISHOP VASHTI MURPHY MCKENZIE 

Bishop McKenzie serves as the presiding prelate of the 10th Episcopal 
District of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, where she 
provides leadership to all of the AME Churches in Texas. In 2000, she 
was the first woman to be elected to the episcopacy in the AME’s more 
than 200-year history. The firsts continue, as she served as the first 
woman President of the Council of Bishops, Chair of the General 
Conference Commission and was the first woman Host Bishop for the 
49th Session of the General Conference of the AME Church in June 
2012, with more than 30,000 in attendance. Her husband, Dr. Stanley 
McKenzie serves with her as Episcopal Supervisor. 
http://www.10thdistrictame.org/bishop.html  
 

 
 
BISHOP RIC THORPE 
 

Since September 2015, Bishop Ric has been the Bishop of Islington, a 
suffragan bishopric in the Diocese of London with special attention to 
the ministry of church planting. He is responsible for the London 
Diocese’s goal of creating 100 New Worshipping Communities by 2020 
and is also working nationally to support other dioceses to plant new 
churches and revitalize existing ones. Before being appointed to 
Islington, Bishop Ric was the Bishop of London’s Adviser for Church 
Planting and the Rector of St Paul’s-Shadwell. He is married to Louie and 
they have three children.  
http://www.centreforchurchplanting.org/who-we-are/  
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