
 

 

House of Bishops Interim Meeting 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

September 26, 2017 
 
The business meeting was called to order at 9:25 am by the Presiding Bishop, the Most 
Rev. Michael Bruce Curry. The Presiding Bishop opened the meeting with prayer. It was 
moved that the registration list of the conference suffice for the roll call. The secretary 
announced that the original attendance consisted of 114 bishops and the number still 
present more than constituted a quorum. It was announced that the Rt. Rev. Arthur B. 
Williams Jr. was recognized as the Senior Bishop present. The secretary noted that 
multiple bibles in many languages spoken in our dioceses were opened on the dais 
(one is required per our Rules of Order). 
 
 

Changes of Status of Bishops in the House 
 

New consecrations/elections 
Gretchen M. Rehberg, Bishop of Spokane, 03/18/2017 
Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop of Indianapolis, 04/29/2017 
John H. Taylor, Bishop Coadjutor of Los Angeles, 07/08/2017 
Samuel S. Rodman III, Bishop of North Carolina, 07/15/2017 
Rafael I.  Morales, Bishop Diocesan of Puerto Rico, 07/22/2017 
Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Bishop Suffragan of West Texas, 07/29/2017 
Brian L. Cole, Bishop of East Tennessee, consecration scheduled        for 12/02/2017 
Kevin S. Brown, Bishop of Delaware, consecration scheduled for 12/09/2017 
 

 
Necrology since last meeting  
Alfred "Chip" Marble, resigned Bishop of Mississippi and Assistant Bishop of North 
Carolina, 03/30/2017 
Frederick H. Borsch, resigned Bishop of Los Angeles, 04/11/2017 
Robert B. Hibbs, resigned Bishop Suffragan of West Texas, 04/17/2017 
David S. Ball, resigned Bishop of Albany, 04/18/2017 
Richard S.O. Chang, resigned Bishop of Hawaii, 08/30/2017 
 
Resignations since last meeting  
James Waggoner, resigned Bishop of Spokane, effective 03/18/2017 
Orlando Guerrero, resigned Bishop of Venezuela, effective 03/23/2017 
Catherine Waynick, resigned Bishop of Indianapolis, effective 04/30/2017 
Oge Beauvoir, resigned Bishop Suffragan of Haiti, effective 06/10/2017 
Gary Lillibridge, resigned Bishop of West Texas, effective 06/30/2017 
Todd Ousley, resigned Bishop of Eastern Michigan, effective 06/30/2017     
James Mathes, resigned Bishop of San Diego, effective 07/01/2017 
 
 
Changes in Status  
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Todd Ousley, Bishop for Pastoral Development, 07/01/2017 
Katharine Jefferts Schori, Assisting Bishop of San Diego, 08/13/2017 
 

 
Communications from the Presiding Bishop 

 
The Presiding Bishop bid prayers for the gathering of the Primates this coming 
weekend. 

 

Special Business of Meeting 

Election of the Members of the Court of Review for Bishops. 

The Presiding Bishop MOVED the following slate for members of the Court of Review 

for Bishops: 

i. 1 – 10 month term – Clifton Daniel 

ii. 3 – 7 year terms – Laura Ahrens, Terry White, Stephen Lane 

The motion was seconded and APPROVED. 

 

Election to the College for Bishops Board -- The Presiding Bishop, the Most Rev. 
Michael Bruce Curry, presented and MOVED the slate for election, length of term one 
year: the Rt. Rev. Mary Gray-Reeves, the Very Rev. Martha Horne, and Mrs. Mary 
McGregor of the Diocese of Texas.   
 
The motion was seconded.  
 
Bishop Konieczny moved to close the nominations. 

The motion was seconded and APPROVED. 

The election to the College for Bishops Board was APPROVED. 

 

Resolution from the September 2016 meeting of the House 

The Presiding Bishop informed the House that much of the information requested by Rt. 
Rev. Scott Benhase that the information requested in his resolution carried over from 
the last meeting (Appendix A) is not captured and therefore cannot be produced 
centrally in full. Staff will produce the information they do have by the Spring meeting, at 
which time it will be turned over to Bishop Benhase and the additional information he 
has requested will be reviewed among the bishops at the Spring meeting of the House. 

 

Pastoral memorandum from the House of Bishops – (Appendix B) 



 

 

Bishop Marc Andrus and Bishop Mark Lattime introduced a letter in response to our 

time in the Diocese of Alaska as a Word to the Church, which they and other Bishops 

began before our work together in Alaska at the request of the Presiding Bishop. 

Various Bishops offered minor edits, which were made by the Secretary. After a brief 

discussion it was MOVED that the letter be sent to the Church. The motion was 

seconded and APPROVED. 

Pastoral Memorandum on Hurricanes – (Appendix C) 

Bishop Eugene Sutton introduced a letter in response to the hurricanes which have as a 

Word to the Church. It was MOVED that the letter be sent to the Church. A short 

discussion followed. The motion was seconded and APPROVED. 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

HOUSE OF BISHOPS COMMITTEE ON RESIGNATIONS 

The Rt. Rev. Nedi Rivera reported for the House of Bishops Committee on 
Resignations that the committee met during this meeting and reviewed the requests for 
resignations: 
Alfredo Morante effective September 27, 2018 for advanced age. 
C. Franklin Brookhart effective November 1, 2018 for advanced age. 
Julio Holguin effective November 1, 2017 for advanced age. 
Don Johnson effective May 4, 2019 for advanced age. 
Todd Ousley effective June 30, 2017 for ministry strategy.  
Oge Beauvoir, effective June 4, 2017 for reasons not outlined in the Constitution. (At the 
next Business Meeting the Presiding Bishop will ask the Committee on Resignations 
and the House for Bishop Beauvoir to have seat and voice). 
 
Bishop Rivera on behalf of the committee MOVED that the House accept the 
resignations of these bishops. The Motion was seconded and APPROVED. 

 

Consent of the appointment of the Rt. Rev. Hector Fidel Monteroso Gonzalez as 
Assistant Bishop of Texas.  

Bishop Nedi Rivera reported on behalf of the Committee on Resignations that the 
committee has reviewed the petition offered by the Bishop and Diocese of Texas with 
respect to the admission of The Right Reverend Hector Fidel Monterroso Gonzalez as a 
member of this House to serve as Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Texas. 

Bishop Rivera indicated that the Committee on Resignations has reviewed the petition 
offered by the Bishop and Diocese of Texas with respect to the admission of the Right 
Rev. Hector Fidel Monterroso Gonzalez as a member of this House to serve as 
Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Texas.  The Committee certifies that all of the 



 

 

requirements of the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church and the Rules of 
Order of the House of Bishops are fully complied with.   

Bishop Rivera MOVED the admission of the Right Rev. Hector Fidel Monterroso 
Gonzalez as a member of this House to serve as the Assistant Bishops of Texas. The 
motion was SECONDED. 

Bishop Anne Hodges-Copple addressed the House regarding this Bishop Monterroso 
Gonzalez in support. 

The motion was APPROVED. 

The Secretary noted that the Rt. Rev. Hector Fidel Monterroso Gonzalez will be number 
1105a in the succession.  

 

Other Business 

Point of Personal Privilege 
Bishop Pierre Whalon asked for a point of personal Privilege which the Chair allowed. 
He thanked the House for their support during the time his wife was dying. He also 
talked to the new bishops to make sure they connect with and stay connected to the 
House of Bishops as a means of support. 
 

Reading of the Minutes 

 
It was MOVED and APPROVED that the reading of the minutes of the last meeting be 
dispensed with.  
 
 
It was MOVED and APPROVED that the meeting be adjourned. The meeting was 
adjourned at 10:10 am. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Attested, 
 
 
 
 
The Rt. Rev. Diane M. Jardine Bruce   The Rt. Rev. Allen Shin 
 
Secretary                 Assistant Secretary 
 
 
  



 

 

Appendix A 
 

Resolution for the House of Bishop’s Meeting March 2017 
 
Be it resolved that the Presiding Bishop direct Church staff that he designates to 
compile the following data in a spreadsheet and distribute it to the House of Bishops at 
least one week before our Fall 2017 meeting: 
  
1. name of the diocese; 
2. average annual budget over the last three years; 
3. total number of congregations (including campus ministries, special worshipping 
communities); 
4. diocesan budget amount per total number of congregations (including campus 
ministries, communities) over the last three years; 
5. average number of baptized members over the last three years; 
6. average diocesan budget amount per baptized member over the last three years; 
7. average market value of the diocesan endowment over the last three years; 
8. average percentage over the last three years of diocesan endowment supporting the 
diocesan budget; 
9. average diocesan amount supporting TEC over the last three years; 
10. average diocesan support of TEC as a percentage of annual diocesan budget over 
the last three years; 
11. average amount over the least three years of diocesan budget supporting provincial 
and companion relationships; and, 
12. average amount received by diocese over the previous three years from TEC 
through grants, etc. 
  
Explanation: The dioceses of TEC have a wide disparity of resources that each 
individually stewards. The HOB has been discussing what should be an appropriate 
percentage apportionment from each diocese. That discussion has been largely 
debated by how much we need to raise to support the triennial expense budget of TEC 
rather than from discovering what the resources are from each diocese. Learning the 
above data will help the HOB have a better conversation around how each diocese 
sacrificially supports the mission of TEC. The data also may help us discern a more fair 
and just way to fund our common mission.  
 
Submitted by Scott Benhase 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

APPENDIX B 
 

A Word to the Church from The Episcopal Church’s House of Bishops 

Gathered in Fairbanks, Alaska, September 21-26, 2017 

  

The bishops of The Episcopal Church came to Alaska to listen to the earth and its 

peoples as an act of prayer, solidarity and witness. We came because: 

 “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for 
he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers” (Psalm 24:1-
2). God is the Lord of all the earth and of all people; we are one family, the family 
of God. 

 “You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are … members of the 
household of God” (Ephesians 2:19). The residents of interior Alaska whom we 
met are not strangers; they are members of the same household of faith. 

 People have “become hard of hearing, and shut their eyes so that they won’t see 
with their eyes or hear with their ears or understand with their minds, and change 
their hearts and lives that I may heal them” (Matthew 13:14-15). We are blind and 
deaf to the groaning of the earth and its peoples; we are learning the art 
of prayerful listening. 

What does listening to the earth and its people mean? For us bishops, it meant: 

Getting out and walking the land, standing beside the rivers, sitting beside people 

whose livelihood depends on that land. We had to slow down and live at the pace 

of the stories we heard. We had to trust that listening is prayer. 

 Recognizing that struggles for justice are connected. Racism, the economy, 
violence of every kind, and the environment are interrelated. We have seen 
this reality not only in the Arctic, but also at Standing Rock in the Dakotas, in the 
recent hurricanes, in Flint, Michigan, Charlottesville, Virginia and in the violence 
perpetuated against people of color and vulnerable populations anywhere.  

 Understanding that listening is deeply connected to healing. In many healing 
stories in the gospels, Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for you?” That 
is, he listened first and then acted. 

 What did we hear and learn?  

 “The weather is really different today,” one leader told us. “Now spring comes 
earlier, and fall lasts longer. This is threatening our lives because the permafrost 
is melting and destabilizing the rivers. We depend on the rivers.” 

 The land in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge where the caribou birth their 
calves is called the “sacred place where life begins,” so sacred that 
the Gwich’in People do not set foot there. “Drilling here,” people said, “is 
like digging beneath the National Cathedral.” 



 

 

 After shopping together, a native Episcopalian told one of us how hard it is to 
even secure food. “We can’t get good food here. We have to drive to Fairbanks. 
It is a two-hour trip each way.” 

 What we bishops saw and heard in Alaska is dramatic, but it is not unique. Stories like 

these can be heard in each of the nations where The Episcopal Church is present. 

They can be heard in our own communities. We invite you to join us, your bishops, and 

those people already engaged in this work, in taking time to listen to people in your 

dioceses and neighborhoods. Look for the connections among race, violence of every 

kind, economic disparity, and the environment. Then, after reflecting in prayer and 

engaging with scripture, partner with people in common commitment to the healing of 

God’s world. 

  

God calls us to listen to each other with increased attention. It is only with unstopped 

ears and open eyes that our hearts and lives will be changed. It is through the 

reconciling love of God in Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit that we and the earth 

itself will be healed.  

   

A Prayer for Our Time and for the Earth 

Dear God, Creator of the earth, this sacred home we share; 

Give us new eyes to see the beauty all around and to protect the wonders of creation. 

Give us new arms to embrace the strangers among us and to know them as family. 

Give us new ears to hear and understand those who live off the land  

and to hear and understand those who extract and we who use its resources. 

Give us new hearts to recognize the brokenness in our communities  

and to heal the wounds we have inflicted. 

Give us new hands to serve the earth and its people  

and to shape beloved community. 

For you are the One who seeks the lost,  

binds our wounds and sets us free,  

and it is in the name of Jesus the Christ we pray. 

Amen. 

  

  

Resources  

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/environment 

 

  
  
  



 

 

Appendix C 
 
We, the bishops of The Episcopal Church gathered September 21-26 in Fairbanks, 
Alaska, for our Fall 2017 meeting, want our brothers and sisters devastated by the 
recent hurricanes in Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, the Virgin Islands, the 
West Indies, Florida and Texas, as well as the fire-ravaged areas in the western half of 
our continent, to know that we are grieving with you and want to stand with you in the 
rebuilding of your communities.  Our house of bishops is sadly diminished by the 
absence of those bishops who could not attend this meeting due to these storms. 
  
We have been confronted this past week with the precariousness of native cultures in 
this beautiful land of Alaska, and how our human actions contribute to the degradation 
of the land.  We have discussed the relationship between human consumption patterns 
and global climate change.  We acknowledge that we all have a role to play in reducing 
the impact of our actions that result in the destruction of islands and coastal areas due 
to more frequent and severe storms.  We pledge to take such appropriate actions in our 
dioceses to educate ourselves and our people about climate change, and to advocate 
policies and actions to reduce the harmful environmental impacts that have been a 
factor in the recent storms on “this fragile earth, our island home.” (BCP, Eucharistic 
Prayer C) 
  
Please know that we are praying for you daily, and we encourage our members to join 
us in contributing their time, talents and money to help restore your communities to 
healing and wholeness. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
The bishops of The Episcopal Church 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 


