
 
1. HOW DO YOU UNDERSTAND THE BISHOP’S ROLE? 

The Christian tradition has shown, since the times of the patristic or since the 
matristic (as we have found out thought the history, and this is thanks to the 
feminist movements, because there were women that taught and tended even 
though the structure of the society in that time), the main features of the 
Bishop’s role which, from my experience in the Episcopal Church and after 
having lived the priesthood for more than 23 years, I share totally. 

In this order of ideas, I will only limit myself to make some comments from my 
experience.  

MAIN SHEPHERD, FAITH WARDEN, UNIT SYMBOL AND FATHER OF THE 
DIOCESAN FAMILY 

 

MAIN SHEPHERD 

The biblical figure of the shepherd, the one that knows the sheep, the one that 
gives the life because of them, the one that wears his/her self out and invest all 
his/her efforts in those ones that trust in him/her in the diocese, and even the 
ones that do the same from outside whom he/she is also shepherd for 
according to the teaching (Bishop of the Church, not only of his/her Diocese, 
has to be the pastoral flag of a Bishop, otherwise he/she would be acting the 
wrong way for the ministry that has been given to him/her. 

In this ministry, it is very important holding, with special clarity and deep love, 
the presbyters and the deacons, because they receive part of his/her duties and 
care, and they carry out them carefully with their daily work; always by 
considering them like sons and daughters (Cf.: John 15: 15). Therefore, the 
Bishop must ever be prepared to listen to them, by dealing confidentially with 
them, and by trying to promote the comprehensive pastoral labor of the whole 
Diocese, also in the own extra-labors of the ministry. 

 

FAITH WARDEN 

In order to achieve this goal, it is necessary to be deeply convinced of the 
vocation which one is called to, for this,   the Saint Paul’s advice (1 Timothy 3: 
1-7 and Titus 1) must deepen and analyze seriously and healthy.   

To understand the faith, as well as the stamp of the unction, and as a result of 
the faith as a cornerstone is a gift, it needs the Bishop and the priests, 
knowledge, study, comprehension of the apostolic tradition and the Anglicanism 
(episcopalianism), which must be protected vigilantly and must carefully 



communicated and taught, for this reason, the bishop must have the 
characteristics of being a master and a effective pedagogue, able to form 
his/her  clergy and the faithful that trust in him/her, spiritually, intellectually and 
materially, in order for them to be able to live piously in a holy life, and comply 
his/her minister with faithful and success.  

In order to obtain this assignment, I considered that the Bishop must strive to 
promote and care for the conical institutions ( diocesan conventions, diocesan 
committees,  permanent committees, diocesan advice,  PET (seminarians), y 
establish special meetings (clerical, retirement, congregational synods, etc...), 
for the renovation of lives, spiritual practice and to acquire a more profound 
understanding of the ecclesiastic discipline, for the entire Bible (Holy Word) and 
of the theology, of the secular disciplines, the social questions of major 
importance and of the new methods of pastoral action. 

 

SIMBOL OF UNITY 

Returning to the patriarchal or matriarchal, around the bishop constructs the 
unity in diversity, plurality, in the acceptance of another, of the difference, but he 
or she, conscious of the name and of this particular office of teaching, to 
sanctify and must always try to prevail to be bonded in unity, always feeling part 
of everything and trying to understand them and comprehend them all, only thus 
its ministry will cover the strength of the character that it encounters.  

Respectfully, well mentioned to be sited the words of San Agustin: “If I am afraid 
because of the fact that I am for you, that same one consoles me, because I am 
with you.  For you I am the Bishop, with you I am the Christian.  That one is the 
name of the name of the position, this one is the graceful: that one, the one of 
the danger, this, the one of the salvation." 

 

FATHER (MOTHER) OF THE DIOCESAN FAMILY 

The exercises of the father-mother of the bishop, demands from him/her, to 
behave like her/she is a servant (Lucas 22: 26-27).Interested for his/her clergies 
and faithful, as who knows his/her sheep (daughter and sons) and takes care of 
them, father-mother, that is distinguished by the spirit of the love and because 
he/she worries for all the faithful and whose authority is admitted by everyone 
gladly. 

In the same way, the bishop, because of that ministry of father-mother, must try 
to achieve, for the diocese, civil and material prosperity that can help to the 
means of support of the clergy and collaborators, by ennobling the life of those 
who serve in the ministry and the mission. 



 

2. NAME TWO PARABLES OF THE GOSPEL THAT YOU LIKE AND 
EXPLAIN WHY. 

The parables have, by their self, a unique pedagogy and all of them interrogate, 
ask and teach me, but in order to be specific, I am going to refer to only two of 
them, the ones that affect me as priest and as Christian. 

 

THE PARABLE OF THE WEDDING FEAST (Mathew 22: 1-14). 

This parable is the best teaching of the inclusion, the main idea or the basic 
biblical option for the Anglicanism (episcopalianisim). 

The heaven kingdom, the God’s kingdom, where everyone obviously has their 
house, where everyone has their sit, where everyone is invited to work for the 
church, where there is no difference and no limits, where there is no 
separations between the people regarding the rich or the poor, everyone is 
treated by the king with no distinctions. In regards to that it is necessary to tke 
into account what St. Paul says (Galatians 3: 28). 

The parable ends with only one demand, dress for the feast, which is not 
anything more than assuming the attitudes and values that are asked by Paul 
when he wrote to the Philippians (Philippians 4: 8). 

 

THE PARABLE OF THE 10 VIRGINS (Matthew 25:1-13) 
 
Without being conscious of time, the truth is that we move between(?) these two 
sides, the prudence (the five virgins with sufficient oil provisions) and the 
foolishness (the five virgins without sufficient provisions). 
 
The call of the prudence, to fill the life, the family, the cities, the culture, the 
society, the church and all of the institutions of goals and noble propositions, 
values, of benediction, peace, love, forgiveness, tolerance, with arms wide-
open, with answers, that is the why of our life way. 

  

3. WHAT ABILITIES CAN YOU OFFER TO THIS DIOCESE? 

Since I received the news about I was one of the finalists, I must t confess that 
a kind a fear and temblor got right away, because the responsibilities are many, 
however, at the same time I experimented the love of God and He looked at 
me, His  unworthy serf. 



Before answering the question, I want to cite a text that has reassured me and 
has motivated me to face up to the challenge of this nomination: (1 Corinthians 
2: 1-5). 

To the Diocese of Central Ecuador, I offer my force and the capacities of my 
life, my dreams and the joy that I have when thinking that I can share the rest of 
my life and ministry with my Ecuadorian brothers and sisters. 

I also offer my priesthood, charisma that I have lived for 23 years, by battling 
without abandoning, by purifying myself in the difficulty, as the gold is tested in 
the crucible, misunderstood at some times, valued at another times, but always 
convinced of the vocation that I was called for. 

I offer my experience of being father of 4 sons, one biological and three 
adopted, of having being husband and kept my marriage with an excellent 
woman for more than 20 years, the experience of having passed through 
everything and as Paul’s text says: of having learned to rule my home with 
certain and honesty, everything in order to care for the God’s Church. 

I offer my professional training of the humanistic and of the Law, mi profession 
of anthropology, educator and Lawyer for more than 30 years, constructed in 
the university’s rooms, in the professional exercise as a Lawyer, in the public 
administration and in the defense of our identity as Latin-Americans. Without 
any vain glory and with all my humility, I believe that my professional 
experience, united with the one of every Episcopal brother and sister in 
Ecuador, will help us to rise up and to look for exits from the difficulty. 

I offer the experience of having lived in the Anglicanism (episcopalianism) since 
I was just 13 years old and having being part as the government of my parish as 
the Episcopal Church Committees, Commissions and Boards. 

I offer to the Ecuadorian Church, my prayers and love to Christ, since I shared 
with the other kids in the dominical school and singed in the chorus which my 
mother directed by that time, that love and convection are the things I want to 
share with my sisters and brothers of the Ecuador. 

I offer my deep Bolivarian and Latin-American feeling, my certain that there are 
not cultural barriers between Colombians and Ecuadorians, that even though 
the diversity of our people we are always full of hopes, and we will go up 
together. 

 

4. WHAT MOVIES HAVE IMPRESSED YOU RECENTLY? AND WHY?  

I love the cinema (movie buff) and I like the author’s cinema, so I just want to 
cite 4 movies, one is a recently production and the others are a little bit older. 



 

BELLA 

A Mexican-American production that excellently developed the thematic 
regarding the anguishes of the Spanish speaking people in USA, the problems 
they have with the law but overall the wishes of living, in the story the main 
actor persuades the main actress to not abort., the screenplay is simply 
excellent. 

 

HABLA CON ELLA 

A beautiful production of the ALMODOVAR, the genius of the Spanish movie 
world, where the crossing of lives seems to our lives, but where the 
euthanasia’s subject is treated deeply. 

 

MARTIN H 

An Argentinean production with a great screenplay done by ADOLFO 
ARISTARRAIN and directed by the big musician and movie director FITO 
PAEZ, the dialogues are excellent, but the main idea is about the parents fights, 
the environment, the difficulties and dreams of the youth, they are developed 
genially throughout the movie. 

 

THE OLIVER SILENCE  

An American production where the homosexuality’s subject is developed 
excellently, it is about a child that is not treated very well by his stepfather and 
only finds peace, tranquility and equilibrium in his real father house where his 
Dad has a relationship with another man. This movie is worthwhile. 

 

In the love of the Lamb 

LUIS FERNANDO RUIZ-RESTREPO 


